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REPORT ON EDUCATING POOR CHILDREN. 


Communication from the Secretary of the Common- 
wealth, under a resolution of the 9th January last, 
relative to Educating Poor Children within this com- 
monwealth. Read inthe House of Kepresentatives, 
March 16, 1833. 


Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
Harrisburg, March, 15, 1833. 


To the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


S1r—In compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 9th January last, “ That the Se- 
cretary of the Commonwealth be requested to obtain, 
from the commissioners of the several counties of this 
state, a statement, to be laid before this House at as 
early a day as possible, of the number of children 
schooled at public expense in each county for the last 
four years, together with the sums annually expended 
for their instruction during those years, designating the 
number instructed in Lancasterian schools, with such 
other information in relation to the state of education 
in Pennsylvania as he may deem useful and important,” 
a circular letter was, on the same day, addressed to the 





cernment has been less benefited by the direct action 
of the government; and it is a lamentable fact that, at 
this advanced period, Pennsylvania is without a gener- 
al system of free schools established by law, agreeably 
to the constitution. By a reference to the statute 
books, it will be found that all public grants for the 
purpose of education, in Pennsylvania, whether in 
shape of money or land, prior to 1831, have been ex- 
clusively confined to institutions, accessible to the rich 
alone. Without questioning the constitutionality or 
general expediency of this course, I may nevertheless 
be permitted to say that, tomy mind, the practice which 
has partially obtained since the year 1795, in the en- 
dowment of colleges, academies, &c. to annex a condi- 
tion that a few poor children should be taught for a 
limited period, free from expense, ought to be consi- 
dered rather as an apology for the postponement of a 
palpable duty, than the fulfilment of a wise and humane 
provision of the constitution, which says that ‘‘the Le- 
gislature’shall,as soon as conveniently may’be, provide by 
law for the establishment of schools throughout the state, 
in such manner that the poor may be taught gratis.” 
The people, the true source of power, have in the 
constitution, which is the work of their hands, ordained 
and decreed that the ‘arts and sciences shall be pro- 





commissioners of each county in the commonwealth, | moted in one or more seminaries of learning;” this 
desiring that an immediate communication might be | Wholesome provision was promptly complied with; at 
made to this department, embracing a detail of the in- | an early period of the government, institutions de- 
formation required by the resolution. On the 5th and | voted to the higher branches of education were esta- 
25th ultimo, repeated applications were made to the | ane and have been endowed at public expense, at 
commissioners of those counties from which no replies | Various times, in all not much less than half a million of 
had been received up to those respective dates, 1 | dollars; and whatever difference of opinion may exist as 
transmit with this communication, a tabular abstract of | to the manner in which those funds have been manag- 
the reports so far as received. ed, I know of no one who has questioned the constitu- 


In the forty-nine counties heard from, the average | tionality of the grants, 


number of children returned under the act of the 4th of 
April, 1809, during the year 1829, was15,002. The 
amount expended under provisions of the same act, was 


The people have also, in the same constitution, or- 
dained and decreed, ‘‘ that schools shall be established 
by law throughout the state, in such manner that the 


$46,850 544. The year 1830, the number returned | Poor may be taught gratis”—this has been neglected. 
was 15,839—the amount expended, $51,859 104. In| There is no law in Pennsylvania that provides for the 
the year 1831, the number returned was 17,224—the establishment of schools throughout the state, nor has 
amount expended, $52,331 403. And in the year |there been a dollar granted from the public treasury 
1832, the number returned was 17,467—the amount | for the exclusive purpose of educating the poor. ** The 
expended, $48,466 25.* poor may be taught gratis’—this is the poor man’s 

Under the second and last clause of the resolution of | boon, and, save his personal privileges, it may be called 
the House, which directs the Secretary to communi- | his only constitutional heritage. The rich may work, 
cate “such other information in relation to the state of | but the poor must work or suffer; the wealthy may hire 
education in Pennsylvania, as he may deem useful and | his substitute, but the poor man, in time of war, must 
important,” I have prepared and send herewith, a | fight the battles of his country; and is it not right, is it 
schedule of universities, colleges, and academies creat- | not just, as itis constitutional, that his children should 
ed by our laws, all, or nearly all of which have been, | be taught gratis? It is the industrious poor, taken asa 
from time to time, liberally endowed by donations in | class, who are the real producers of the necessaries and 
money from the treasury, and grants from the public | comforts of social life; it is the labouring man who dai- 
domain, designating the year in which they were sever- | ly adds to the common mass of material wealth, though 
ally instituted, amounting to two universities, eight col- | he receive of it himself only a mere pittance. if the 
leges, and fifty-five academies; and I take occasion here | Maxim be true, that knowledge is power, and liberty 
to remark, that it will be found on examination, that no | itself but a precarious blessing without it, then its ge- 
other branch of the public interest has produced more - neral diffusion becomes the common interest of all our 
frequent and voluminous legislation, than that of educa- | citizens, In proportion to the extent each may have, 
tion. The numerous acts on this subject would make personal and pecuniary, to defend and protect. Intel- 
a volume of considerable size, and yet it may well be {ligence may, then, be considered the mental common- 


doubted whether any important matter of public con- | wealth, and of course, of universal interest; and it is be- 
lieved, by the most experienced, that the only plan 


‘that can effectually reach that class intended to be pro- 





* See editorial remarks, page 216. 
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vided for by the constitution, isthe system of general 
free schools, where all may meet for the attainment of 
this great object of common interest, without the legal 
recognition of the odious distinction of ‘‘ rich and 
poor.” Owing to the imaginary degradation arising 
from this distinction, it is believed, of the whole number 
of poor,not exceeding two hundred, which are provided 
for in colleges and academies, a still less number are 
found willing to accept benefits on terms thus humiliat- 
ing. Wouldit not, then, be better that all distinctions 
calculated to produce comparative degradation, be un- 
known to our laws, especially in reference to the sub. 
ject of mental improvement? and from hence, let it be 
diligently taught, that the improvement of the mind is 
not alone the subject of individual enterprise in a free 
government, but that intelligence and freedom are to 


each other as cause and effect, and let it be a part of 


our system, to teach the true relation that exists be- 
tween knowledge and liberty; and that as the happi- 
ness of man, simple man, is the ultimate and legitimate 
end of all government, so ought it to be the all-engross- 
ing attention and constant effort of all who govern, to 
make man, collective man, wise and virtuous, to the 
end that he may be happy. 

Every day’s experience demonstrates, and all history 
teaches, that in the same ratio that education and 
knowledge has been disseminated among the great mass 
of community, it hasdemanded, and generally obtained, 
political freedom; and thus have been reared, from 
time to time, the ramparts of liberty against the en- 
croachments of tyranny: and as the spread of know- 
ledge has given birth to civil liberty, so is its increase 
and extension necessary to give it character and dura- 
bility; and after all, man will be more or less the creature 
of circumstance. From the very nature of things, ine- 
quality in society will exist, but let it be as nearly gra- 
ded as is compatible with human nature itself; Jet not 
the rights and enjoyments of the opulent be disturbed; 
at the same time let native talent have due credit for 
bursting the chains of indigence; let rational piety and 
true virtue be cherished, although they be found in the 
humblest walks of life, and let them receive their pro- 
per rank; but let not all the honours due to these be 
lavished on favoured objects, enfeebled by that indo- 
lence which is too frequently the concomitant of afflu- 
ence, merely because the chance that gave them birth, 
bestowed also the right to hereditary wealth. 

Under the specious title of ‘‘ An act to provide for 
the education of the poor gratis,” is the law of the 4th 
April, 1809, and from which we derive the only gener- 
al authority in reference to the education of the pooras 
a state system, and which has generally proved as abor- 
tive in its operation, as it is delusive in its title. This 
law provides, that all children between the ages of five 
and twelve years, whose parents are unable to pay for 
their schooling, may be sent to the most convenient 
school, to be paid for out of the county funds. This 
system, while it compels the recipient of its benefits 
first to record his own stigma, and recognizes, in their 
most exceptionable forms, the distinction of rich and 
poor, carefully avoids the appropriation of a dollar out 
of the public treasury for the education of the poor; 
and though it has been contended by some that this law 
does all that the constitution requires, it is flagrantly 
deficient in its most essential features, viz. ‘* the esta- 
blis)ment of schools throughout the state.” It may 
be proper here to remark, that the number of poor 
children exhibited by this report, as having been re- 
turned by the different assessors throughout the state, 
furnishes no just criterion of the number who have been 
actually tanght, or of the portion of time each may have 
been at school, it being well ascertained that on account 
of the supposed disgrace which attaches to acknow- 
ledged poverty, many poor children who ought to be, 
are not returned, and many who are returned, do not 
go to school at all, and others very irregularly. 

That this system has materially failed t 





contemplated and desired results, is clearly evinced by 


public opinicn uniting in its condemnation; as speci- 
mens of which, I insert below various extracts from let- 
ters elicited under the resolution of the House. 

The commissioners of one county, in giving their 
statement, say—‘* The present system is decidedly bad, 
and the teachers, with very few exceptions, worse than 
the system.” 

Another report says—**‘ We have no schools on the 
Lancasterian plan, in this county, and it is deeply to be 
regretted that, from the manner in which our common 
schools are conducted, not only the education of those 
children whose parents are able to pay for their tuition, 
but of the poor children, is in a deplorable condition.” 

A third says—* That it (the present system) is a sys- 
tem of prodigality and wasteful extravagance, a real 
burden upon the people, without accomplishing, in 
any reasonable manner, the end intended.” 

A fourth—** ‘The system of education in this county, 
is deplorably bad, and calls loudly for reform.” 

A fifth says—‘*The commissioners would beg leave 
to observe, that the present system is very defective, 
as wellas expensive, and that it does not answer the 
purpose for which it was established; because the mo- 
dest and unassuming poor do not avail themselves of the 
benefits of the system, on account of the odium that is 
by some attached to the present mode of education, 
which creates a distinction between the rich and the 
poor, not consistent with the freedom of our republican 
institutions, and onerates very frequently to the defeat 
of the constitutional ohject,—the education of the poor 
atthe public expense. And it isa further objection, 
made by many of our intelligent citizens, to the present 
system, that no provision is made for iquiring into the 
qualifications, moral and literary, of the persons employ- 
edas teachers. They would therefore suggest, through 
you, to the Legislature, the propriety of changing the 
present mode of educating the poor, tor one more con- 
genial to the feeling of this republican commonwealth, 
and introduce in lieu thereof, a System of common school 
instruction similar to that of our eastern states, or such 
an one as they in their wisdom shall think calculated to 
do away the odious system now in use.” 

It will be perceived, that the introduction of the Lan- 
casterian or monitorial system of instruction, continues 
to be retarded. This fact must necessarily be a source 
of much regret; and, when it is recollected that five 
children may receive all the benefits of schooling upon 
this plan, at the same cost that it requires to educate 
two upon the system in general use, cannot but excite 
surprise. 

It cennot fail of being a source of the sincerest plea- 
sure and exultation to every patriot and philanthropist, 
to witness the representatives of the people engaging 
in this great work of mental imprevement, with a zeal 
and earnestness designed to elevate the ¢haracter of 
man, and the precursor of countless blessings to after 
generations. ‘The grand impediment tothe commence- 
ment of a general system of free schools in Pennsylva- 
nia, hitherto, may be fairly chargeable to the want of a 
distinct fund for that purpose, and the fear of meeting 
the responsibility of adopting measures for its creation 
and accumulation. ‘lhe obstacle has at length been in 
a great measure removed, by the act of the 2d April, 
1831, providing for a general system of education, 
which sets apart asa common school fund, the pro- 
ceeds arising from unpatented lands, fees in the land of- 
fices, and all monies received in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the fourth section of an act to increase the 
county rates and levies for the use of the common- 
wealth, passed the twenty-fifth day of March, 1831, the 


proceeds of which will, on the 2d of April next, amount 
to not less than three hundred and four thousand dol- 
lars. This sum, with the amount annually accruing, 
| under the provisions of the act aforesaid, is chargeable 
upon the internal improvement fund, at a compound in- 
o produce the ' terest of 5 percent. untilit shall annually amount to at 
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least $100,000. Assuming, in some measure, the ope-} amount of money expended under the present system, 


ration of.the law for the present year, as the basis, this! have regularly increased, until, in the last y 1832 
sum will be at the disposal of the Legislature, for the | : - se arte 1he Cee ae 


| we have the sublime spectacle of 507,105 pupils, with. 
promotion of free schools throughout the state, On or | out distinction, receiving regular and constant instruc- 
about the Ist of April, 1839. ‘Irhis fund, from which | tion, upon uniform principles, under the direct super- 


we may fondly anticipate great and lasting benefits, | vision of the government, at an expense of about one 
owes its origin to the unceasing exertions of the present | million of dollars, or not much exceeding two dollars 
Chief Magistrate, who, in his memorable message of the per scholar; whilst Pennsylvania, for the same year, 

14th Jan.1830,in giving to General Assembly “information | with equal wealth and a population not vastly inferior 
of the state of the commonwealth,” among other things, | in number to that of New York, presents the lamenta- 
urged its formation in the strongest terms. The self| ble contrast of 17,467 children not educated, but re- 
accumulating principles contained in our present sys-| turned as subjects entitled to receive instruction, under 
tem for raising a school fund for the promotion of popu-|a system condemned by universal public opinion and 
Jar education, which imposes a merely nominal tax of} experience, and that too at an expense of $48,466 25. 
only one-tenth part of a cent, ona dollar of the assessed | The impolicy of our past legislation is not on account of 
valuation of taxable property,and which is applied imme-| the amount expended, so much as the multiplicity of 
diately for purposes of internal improvement, and| institutions upon which it has been bestowed, without 
pledged ultimately for the promotion of free schools| system and without effect. If the public bounty, to 
throughout the commonwealth, if perpetuated and the| the amount before mentioned, had been judiciously 
Legislature should deem it right, from and after the} confined toa limited number of seminaries for instructing 
year 1839, to convert the means for raising a school} the higher branches, and the energies of the state pro- 
fund agreeably to the provisions of the act of the 2d ot | perly applied to the promotion of common free schools, 
April, 1831, into a school revenue, making a moderate | the beneficial results at this day would be incalculable. 

allowance for the increase of the assessed valuation of| Error becomes criminal, when persisted in contrary to 
property, cannot fail of producing a sum not less than | the lights of reason and experience; and whatever may 
three hundred thousand dollars per annum; which sum, | extenuate for want of precedence and analogy in the 
added to one hundred thousand, being the interest at] past, nothing can justify a similar course in future. 
five per cent, arising from the fund of not less than two! Every thing proves to us that we have greatly erred, 
millions of dollars, which will be then accumulated, | and it is now the highest virtue to retract and ‘* do our 
would place at the disposal of the Legislature, for the| works over”—revise our early efforts, and adopt some 
purposes of free schools, from and after the year 1840, system, the general usefulness of which shall show, that 
from this source alone, a sum not less than four hun-| we have profited by the lessons of experience. 
dred thousand dollars per annum, with the probable in- 
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crease of revenue equal to the increased demand con- 
sequent upon the increase of population. Such a state 
of things, it is believed, would place Pennsylvania on an 





I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL M’KEAN, 


equal, if not more favorable position, as the patron of 
popular education, than has been exhibited by any oth- 
er state in the Union in so limited a period, and by a 






List of Universities, Colleges and Academies, in Penn- 
sylvania, with the date of their institution. 


process so simple and easy. University of Pennsylvania, A. D. 1755 
It seems to be generally admitted, by those who haye Western University, 1820 
turned their attention to the subject, that the state of Dick‘nson College, 1783 
New York, has in operation decidedly the most com- Franklin do 1787 
prehensive and efficient system of general education, Jefferson do 1802 
regulated by law, that is now extant. The first at- Washington do 1806 
tempt in that state to raise a schvol fund was made in Allegheny do 1815 
1795, by means of small annual appropriations from the La Fayette do 1826 
state treasury, and like all other important and benefi- Madison do 1827 
cial innovations, met at first with fierce opposition, Pennsylvania do 1832 
arising from the prejudices of early and confirmed ha- Germantown Academy, 1784 
bit. ‘The spirit of enlightened liberality however pre- Pittsburg, do 1787 
vailed, and in 1805, a more solid foundation for the mag- Philadelphia Episcopal Academy, 1787 
nificent superstructure she has since raised, was laid by Reading Academy 1783 
the passage of a law for setting apart the net proceeds Newton do 1790 
of the sales of five hundred thousand acres of unappro- York do 1799 
priated public land, to forma ‘* permanent fund for Chambersburg do 1799 
the support of common schools,” to which was added Beaver do 1803 
in the same year three thousand shares of bank stock Northumberland do 1804 
owned by the state, with a provision that no distribu- Norristown do ib. 
tion to its ultimate object should be made until the an- Faston do 1805 
nual interest should amount to a sum not less than fifty Bellefonte do ib. 
thousand dollars; since which, various other sources, Greersburg do 1806 
such as quit rents, fees of clerks of certain courts, pro- Wilkesbarre do 1807 
ceeds arising from the sale of certain town lots, have Meadville do ib. 
been added to the fund. In 1811 and 12, measures Harrisburg do 1809 


were taken to organize pursuant to law, a general sys- 
tem of common schools, and the first distribution of mo- 
ney under its provisions was made in 1816, amounting 
to $55,720 98, An all-important effect produced by 
the benevolence and liberality of the government of | 


Greensburg, Somerset, Gettysburg, Bed- 
ford, Greene, and Butleracademies, 1810 
Chester, Mercer, Williamsport, Erie, and 
Waterford academies, 1811 
Loller, and Venango academies * 1812 
Delaware, Beachwood, Franklin, Athens, 
Orwigsburg, and Allentown acade- 


that state, and which example I have no doubt would 
be followed by our own citizens under similar circum- 





stances is, that each school district raises by means of mies, 1813 
tax or voluntary contribution for school purposes, a Indiana academy 1814 
sum not less, and frequently much greater, than that Stroudsburg do ib. 
granted by the state. Lewistown do ib. 
Since 1816, the number of children taught, and the Lebanon do 1816 
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Huntingdon Academy 1816 Clearfield Academy 1827 
Susquehanna do ib. Milford do ib. 
Wellesborough do 1817 Mifflinsburg do ib. 
Danville do 1818 Union do ib. 
Ebensburg do 1819 Lancaster do ib. 
Kittanning do 1821 Smethport do 1829 
Warren do 1822 Le Raysville do 1830 
Strasburg do 1823 Dundaff do ib. 


Abstract of Reports of the Commissioners of the several counties in the Commonwealth made in reply to a communication 
from the Secretary’s Office, dated the ninth of January, 1833, in pursuance of the directions of a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the samc day, requiring information as to the number of children schooled at public expense, in each 
county, for the last four years, together with the expense of instruction, so far as received up to this date, March 15th, 1833. 

COMMON SCHOOLS. 















































































































































1829. | 1830, | 1831. | 1832. 
COUNTIES. ee re-|Date “ye Pe"!No. re- No. re- No. re- No. re- 
_— eepuon: |turned| Expense. |turned| Expense. |turned| Expense, |turned| Expense. 
by as’r. hy as’r by as’r. by as’r. 
Philadelphia, |Feb, 12th |Feb, 14th | 780] $7442 10 714| $8576 04 906| $8106 18 Not'mentioned* 
Delaware, 25th 28th 254, 1309 28 1871 17 279] 1434 63 260'$ 1387 58 
Chester 7th 10th | 1335} 4125 56 4701 85 1669} 5052 64 | 1796| 5463 40 
Bucks 12th 15th | 1122) 3893 68 3589 97 1110} $202 66 976} 3308 48 
Montgomery \Jan. 23d (Jan. 25th 883) 3084 87 $105 06 849| 3477 53 900) 3065 25 
Berks 23d 25th 256 980 444 1304 113 399} 1568 964 450| 1805 304 
Schuylkill 22d 25th 281 38 90 98 74 52} 92123 |! 168| 729 30 
Lancaster 21st 23d 1593 5571 07 5771 28 | 1939} 559990 | 1813] 6257 47 
York 11th 12th 1000} 3500 00 3500 00 1000; 3500 00 1000} 3500 00+ 
Dauphin 30th Sist | 484! 778 00 1074 00 4841 96000 | 484! 1374 00 
Lebanon 14th 16th 132} 508 41 696 49 310] 808 25 449| 1245 23 
Northampton 21st 25th | 920! 9335 90 3091 19 | 1410! 354038 | 1637} 4183 25 
Wayne Feb. 11th |Feb. 15th | 93! ~ 61 58 12068 | 133} 18091 | 176 190 08 
Pike Jan. 12th \Jan. 23d 12) 10 00 51 2 51 53 33 63! 46 00 
Lehigh Feb. 4th (Feb. 10th | 174, 508 96 360 763 | 191]  452394| 233! 526 143 
Northumb’Id 11th 13th | 123) 299 864 393 119 | 178, 570394| 240) 713 104 
Union Jan. 15th Jan. 21st 154) 248 41 347 65 154) 304 18 154| 415 38+ 
Columbia = [Feb. 12th /Feb. 15th 223 975 92 407 67 257| 491 68 949| 471 26 
Bradford Jan. 18th |Jan, 2ist 313} 262 48 833 01 431) 323 41 465| 320 88 
Tioga 14th 21st 126, 117 Ol 196 43 126 170 21 126| 214 73+ 
Susquehanna January Feb. 9th 366) 289 42 232 O1 300 270 23 265| 273 60 
Lycoming (Jan. 15th Jan. 18th 151| 175 80 251 54 170) 315 62 146) 244 974 
Centre 28th 30th | 976 . 341 25 365 70 295! 475 00 368| 597 84 
Clearfield (March 4th |March 14th 64' 105 50 136 25 541 149 10 63} 109 56 
Huntingdon jJan, 22d |Jan. 25th 337] 685 09 1091 51 445| 817 84 425| 860 45 
Luzerne = |Feb. 4th |Feb.7th 207} 325 00 368 43 245 456 07 328} 471 84 
Mifflin No report, 
Juniata Jan. 2ist j|Jan. 25th Not organiz’d 134 201 08 
Adams Feb. 14th (Feb. 21st 284 946 02 907 61 301 856 84 340} 1055 37 
Franklin Jan. 12th Jan. 14th 433, 2517 68 1351 43 267| 1106 27 279| 1003 06 
Cumberland |Feb, 11th |Feb, 14th 860| 2153 10 2135 O1 693) 1824 35 818} 1682 80 
Perry Jan.16th |Jan.19th | 170| 169 11 152 41 152) 17117 | 230, 308 59 
Bedford 25th 28th 63 264 O1 379 05 63 339 153 63} 383 404; 
Somerset (Feb.20th |Feb. 22d 90 228 003 148 45 45| 153 844 2 71 28} 
Cambria Jan. 14th Jan. 16th 18 614 | 18 61} 18 613 18 613§ 
Westmorel’d |Feb. 12th |Feb, 14th 93) 226 00 327 GO 117} 239 00 118} 237 00 
Allegheny 7th 10th 260 560 08 1387 08 260} 1109 75 260! 1378 82+ 
Washington 12th 18th 668} 1283 61 2096 50 820} 2159 26 830} 2290 63 
Fayette Jan. 18th ‘Jan. 25th $28} 860374] 412} 909054] 483) 1089 77 455| 1140 683 
Beaver 19th | 22d 39 42 19 50 83 65 59 111 99 81} 128 79 
Butler Qist 25th 19 23 02 14 32 12 18 31 61 144 42 20 
Indiana 21st | 24th 38 32 78 31 19 31 93| 33 08 31 46 91 
Armstrong 15th 19th 12 16 86 12 12 31 12 27 94 12} 20 92; 
Mercer Feb. 19th Feb,25th None None None None 
Erie Jan,18th ‘Jan, 23d 37 7 94 87 35 78 $7 84 31 37} 143 714 
Venango 24th | 28th 5 11 00 3 10 19 3 9 87 10 38 59 
Warren Feb. 5th ‘Feb. 15th 3 5 88 
Crawford 11th | 18th 156 162 24 205 217 90 335 353 88 365} 387 26 
Greene No date 18th 41 53 41 102 99 68 99 107 96 101 126 54 
M’ Kean Jan. 30th 6th None 
Potter No report 
Jefferson No report 





























115,002 $46,850 543 |15,839 '$51,859 103 |17,224'$52,331 404 
LANCASTERIAN SCHOOLS. 
hiladelphia |Feb. 12th !Feb. 14th 4303{ 17,203 33 4657; 18,150 28 4602, 19,176 87 Not mentioned* 
Lancaster (Jan, 21st |Jan, 23d 308 800 00 329 800 00 309 8u0 00 987} 800 00 
Dauphin 30th 31st 80| 1315 07 80} 1500 54 80 864 21 80} 734 18 
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17,467 |$48,466 25 
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19,693)$66,168 944 | 20,905'$72,S09 924 | 22,215'$73,172 484 1!17,834/$50,000 43 
1 a 
* See editorial remarks, page 216. + Four years average. t No average. 9 Average sums. 
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REPORT 


Of the Committee of Ways and Means to whom was 
referred so much of the Governor’s Message as re- 
lates to the subject of Finance. Mr. Read, Chairman, 


Read in the House of Representatives, March 22, 
1833. 


The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was re- 
ferred so much of the Executive Message as relates 
to the subject of Finance, Rerort; 


That they have had the subject under consideration, 
and have not failed to perceive, that under existing cir- 
cumstances, it isa subject of all-absorbing interest to 
the community. The committee has also noticed, that 
in reference to this subject, much misapprehension and 
error is pervading the minds of many citizens of the 
commonwealth; that being a subject too abstruse and 
complicated, to be fully investigated in the time that 
can be spared from the ordinary avocations of life, by 
the great majority of the people, the timid politician 
and the cursory observer have taken such an indistinct 
view of its outlines, as to alarm themselves and their 
neighbours; while the interested and designing’ politi- 
cian, has seized upon it as a political lever, to move the 
passions and raise a general panic. The subject of 
finances not having been generally understood, and of- 
ten having been wilfully misrepresented, some despon- 
dency has been felt, and some fears have been, and 
perhaps are entertained, of state insolvency, or at 
least of impaired credit and perplexing embarassments, 

The executive department informs us, that the trea- 
sury, at the present time, ‘‘exhibits a state of prosperity 
highly propitious to the credit of the commonwealth,” 
and “‘dispenses with the necessity, at present, of form- 
ing plans for the future increase of the state revenues:” 
And your committee cannot but congratulate the House, 
upon the unexampled prosperity of our financial condi- 
tion, as demonstrated by the fact, that the requisite 












necessary to secure the payment of the interest on those 
loans. 

Much difficulty has occurred in the science of political 
economy for the want of technical terms, and undisputed 
definitions. The term wealth, for instance, has been ap- 
plied to states or nations, and has been understood by the 
great mass of mankind in the same sense in which it is 
used when applied to an individual, when no two 
things can be more distinct than the wealth of a nation 
and the wealth of an individual. He therefore who 
talks about national wealth without making the proper 
distinction, will just as certainly come to an erroneous 
conclusion as he who leaves out one term in a mathe- 
matical calculation. It has been perhaps unfortunate 
that the term wealth was ever applied toa nation, or 
that some other term had not been inyented and appro- 
priated to the idea, which we attach to the term, indi- 
vidual wealth. But as we have only one word for two 
distinct ideas; it becomes necessary to the correct un- 
derstanding of a subject, requiring its use, to give clear 
and distinct definitions of its meaning, when used for 
different purposes. Individual weulth is such an accu- 
mulation of properly as will enable a mun to procure the 
necessaries and comforts of life without his own lubour, 
mental or manual. Every man thus situated is termed 
wealthy, while no man, who is obliged to cultivate his 
farm, superintend mercantile operations, or exercise 
his trade or profession whatever may be his ability 
to acquire property, can be so denominated, In- 
dividual wealth may consist of lands, money or 
other property; but in order to constitute wealth, 
it must be convertible into the necessaries and com- 
| forts of life at the pleasure of the possessor. If a 

man has millions of acres of land, which he can nei- 
ther sell nor rent; or if he is master of the mines of 
Mexico, and can neither loan his money nor exchange 
it for the necessaries and comforts of life, he is abso- 
lutely destitute of wealth. So he may, by means of a 


loans are obtained, at a higher premium than has ever | profession or otherwise, possess the ability to acquire 
been received by the similar operations of any state or | those necessaries and comforts in the greatest profusion, 
country; and upon the immeasurable benefits, which | yet if his income does not accumulate so as to enable 
are reasonably and confidently anticipated to result to | him to receive them, by the use, sale or exchange of 
the community, from the expenditure of large sums of | property, he is equally destitute of wealth. Thus we 
money in public improvement. To counteract the dele- | have a correct definition and perception of the term, as 
terious effects of misapprehension, misrepresentation | applied to an individual. In this sense of the term a 
and error, upon a subject, though not generally under- 


| nation, (considered as it should be, a unity, with a unity 
stood, yet universally and personally interesting to| of rights, possessions and interests,) cannot possess 


every citizen of the state—to show that there is no | wealth. No nation ever has accumulated, or ever can 
foundation in fact, for apprehension and despondency, } accumulate so much property, as would furnish it 
and to correct the errors afloat in reference to this sub- | with the necessaries and comforts of life, for a month, 
ject—to corroborate the sentiments expressed by the | or a week, without industry. A nation cannot sustain 
fiscal department—to compare the resources of the | existence, as such, without labor; it cannot rent or sell 


commonwealth with the liabilities incurred, and thereby 
exhibit the solid foundation on which the public credit 
is based —and to justify the congratulations tendered, 
by demonstrating the truth of the position, that the na- 
tional wealth of Pennsylvania has not been diminished, 
but on the contrary, has been increased and perma- 
nently secured, (provided the original design be con- 
summated) by the expenditure, or, rather, by the in- 
vestment of large sums of money; have been embraced 
in the purposes of your committee, on the present oc- 
casion. In what degree these purposes and intentions 
have been realized, is most respectfully submitted to 
the House, and to the country. 

As the ordinary revenues of the state, independent 
of the additional supplies provided by the act of 1830, 
are more than sufficient to meet the ordinary expenses 
of the government, it is not deemed necessary by the 
committee, to consider the subject of finance, in any 
other point of view than, Ist, with reference to those 
measures, which have induced a resort to a system of 
loans, for the purpose of maintaining the character and 
dignity of the state in its national capacity, and of in- 
creasing the wealth and promoting the prosperity and 
happiness of its citizens in their individual capacities. 
And, secondly, in reference to those measures rendered 


| its territory without committing political suicide; and if 
| it had mountains of gold and silver, the shipping of the 
world, constantly employed, could not import the ne- 
cessaries and comforts of life required, nor would the 
surplus productions of all other nations constitute the 
necessary supplies. It is evident, therefore, that a na- 
tion must sustain itself by its labor, its active industrv, 
or it must cease to be. It cannot, for the shortest pe- 
riod of time, rely upon accumulated treasure; it cannot 
| possess wealth, as that term is applied to an individual. 
| What, then, is national wealth? Jt is a capacity to ac- 
quire, by its own exertions, the necessaries and comforts of 
life. tis rathera faculty, than a possession. It does 
not depend on the greater or smaller amount of the 
precious metals, (the representatives of necessaries) 
that may be deposited in a public treasury, nor does it 
depend on the accumulation of surplus productions, as 
that surplus can never bear any comparison with the 
wants of a nation or state; it may be affected in some de- 
gree by salubrity of climate and fertility of soil, but it 
cannot chiefly depend on these; or else why do we see 
Holland, (originally a cold and unproductive marsh, ) 
overflowing with national wealth and prosperity, while 
Spain with the finest climate and most luxuriant soil, is 
poor, and weak, and wretched in a national point of 













































































































































































































eee em? 








s.egter — 
ee Pine 











ee ee ate ie eed 
“7 emp hts 
o* a 





ae ea 




















er 





~~ 


eee 



































~~! 








ee RS RST AS MENTE ONG 
so ae 
















































































= Ce 








914 REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS ON FINANCE. [Arnix 
et 





view? Why do we see New Hampshire with its long | without the augmentation of national wealth, that is, 


winters, its rugged climate and its sterile granite sur- | 
face, enjoying a high degree of national wealth, while | 
Georgia and the Carolinas are groaning under the pres- | 
sure of national poverty and threatened bankruptcy, | 
notwithstanding their advantages of climate and pro- 
ductiveness of soil? Itis the difference in national in- | 
dustry, it is labor, the employment of the bone, the 
sinews, the faculties of man that has produced the dif- 
ference of condition, What has multiplied the popu- 
lation, enhanced the value of land, increased the agri- 
cultural productions, doubled the necessaries and com- 
forts of life, and trebled national wealth and resources } 
in the states of New York and Ohio, but the new impe- 
tus given; the active stimulant applied to national in- 
dustry, by the loaning and expenditure of large sums 
of public money in the construction of valuable im- | 
provements? Thereby aiding and fostering individual 
enterprize. 

National industry may be more materially affected by 
measures of government, and before we determine | 
what effect any measure may have, in respect to nation- 
al wealth, we must institute the inquiry, what will be | 
its influence on national industry. The same measures 
may promote both individual and national wealth, but | 
not necessarily. The encouragement of lotteries, of the 
manufacture and distribution of ardent spirits, or of a 
slave trade, may, usually does produce great individual | 
wealth; while the consequences to national prosperity | 
are deleterious inthe extreme. ‘This results from the 
paralyzing influence of these and similar pursuits on ho- | 
nest industry, the cultivation of the earth, and the de- | 
velopment of its exhaustless treasures. The sentence 
has been pronounced, that ‘man shall eat his bread in | 
the sweat of his brow,” and if some individuals have es- | 
caped the penalty, no nation can avoid the sentence. the 
earth is the only fountain, labor, mental or manual, the 
only cause of national wealth; it does not depend on 
local situation, luxuriance of soil, the possession of 
capital, or surplus productions, as has been shown. 

It follows then as a sequence, that whatever mea- | 
sures promote the industry, necessarily increase the | 
national wealth of Pennsylvania. If she expends a! 
million of dollars in public improvements, or other- 
wise, and thereby increases industry, to the amount | 
of a million and a half, she is the gainer by half a mil-| 
lion, notwithstanding the removal of the specie from | 
her vaults, That active industry has been promoted | 
and increased in this state, by an amount, which is re- 
presented by many millions of dollars, by the construc. | 
tion of our public works, no one will pretend to deny, | 
as it must be admitted, that while the labor was being | 

erformed on those works, the creation of a home mar- | 
Fet perceptibly augmented the quantum of mechanical | 
and agricultural industry, in the commonwealth. ‘Thus 
it would appear that our works, even now while in an | 
unfinished state, have actually increased the wealth of) 
the state, notwithstanding the amount of debt. Even 
war, with all its desolating and lamentable consequen- 
ces, may, and often does augment the wealth of a na- 
tion, by administering a powerful stimulant to industry, 
although the money expended perishes in the using, | 
and leaves nought behind but the monuments of folly | 
or ambition. The English wars furnish striking exam- | 
ples of this truth. Industry is promoted by the addi- 
tional demand for labor, by calling into action the dor- 
mant energies of the nation, for every nation possesses 
a vast amount of unexpended labor, or in other words, 
a vast number of people who are idle a part or the whole 
of their time. But your committee are not the advo- | 
cates of war for this purpose, being well aware that | 
the nameless evils of a belligerent attitude greatly over- 
balance the benefits of increased industry, and national | 
wealth. Not so with expenditures for public improve- | 
ments; they possessall the advantages of a war expen- 
diture, with none of its disadvantages; and hence there 
is not an instance on record of a public improvement | 


| 


{ 
| 








an increased capacity to acquire the necessaries and 
comforts of life. 

Nothing can be clearer, than that independently of 
the labor of construction, and the incalculable amount 
of active industry created in the development and dis- 
tribution of our mineral treasures, agricultural and me- 
chanical labor has been increased, by an amount suffi- 
cient to produce the necessaries of life, for so many la- 
borers as have been actually employed on those works 
and in the coal trade, Because the necessaries of life 
have not become scarce, and if they bear a higher 
price this is not attributable to scarcity, but to the in- 
creased facilities of sending them away, for foreign 
consumption. It therefore follows that there has been 


|a greater production; consequently Pennsylvania has 


increased her national wealth. ‘This better access to 
foreign markets will continue ‘‘in all time to come” to 
stimulate the farmer and mechanic, to extend cultiva- 
tion and multiply productions, presenting new and 
strong motives to employ idle men and unexerted 
strength, in all places abundant. And the patriot lux- 
uriates in the anticipation of the countless blessings to 
result from his philanthropic exertions. National wealth 
consists in the ,production, not in the accumulation of 
the necessaries and comforts of life, as some writers 


| have supposed—indeed the direct and palpable effect 


f - . . 
of accumulation, is to encourage idleness, paralyze in- 


dustry and decrease a nation’s wealth, always, and un- 
der ail circumstances, depending on the amount of la- 
bor, compared with the number of persons to be sus- 
tained. National wealth is not necessarily affected by 
the existence of a national debt, which may indeed, 
cause the wealth to flow ina different channel, but can- 
not diminish its amount, unless it becomes so enormous, 
(as is the case with the English debt, ) that the expenses 
of collecting the interest from one portion, and distri- 
buting it to another portion of the citizens, becomes op- 
pressive to the people. In any other case, national 
wealth and prosperity, are no more affected by the ex- 
istence of a national debt, than is the wealth of an indi- 
vidual, by withdrawing his funds from one bank, and 
depositing them in another. Your committee does not 
adopt the maxim that ‘fa national debt is a national 
blessing;” the maxim is not true in the abstract, A na- 
tional debt may be a great national curse, but it 1s not 
necessarily so. A government or nation, or state, 1s an 
artificial being, created for the benefit, and intended to 
concentrate the energies of the people. An agent or 
factor, the mere creature of an indefinite number of 
human beings, and bound to promote the interests of 
the principal, from whom it derives its existence. It 
might as well be contended that an individual can in no 
case promote his own interests, by a transaction neces- 
sarily incurring a debt, as that the agent of the people 
cannot, under any circumstances, advance the general 
interest of society, by measures resulting in a state 
debt. It is of no importance what amount of liability 
is incurred, by the corporate artificial agent, provided 
it promotes the prosperity and happiness of the people. 
Any debt contracted by a state, within the compass of 
its resources, and the proceeds judiciously expended in 
bettering the condition of the people, by creating do- 
mestic, and opening communications with foreign mar- 
kets, and in stimulating national industry, 1s a national 
blessing; or more correctly speaking, the concomitants 
of the debt are national blessings. Such, in the opinion 
of the committee, is the state debt of Pennsylvania. 
Some have been alarmed at the idea of **bequeathing 
to posterity an onerous public debt.” ‘This idea, as it 
is commonly received, is a mere chimera of the imagi- 


‘nation. The thing is utterly, naturally impossible. 


The credit side, as well as the debit side of the account, 
must descend to a subsequent generation. The effect 
of a national debt, may be, to require one portion of 
posterity to pay a sum of money, or the interest of it, 
to another portion of posterity. If money is to be paid 
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by our descendants, an equal sum is to be received by such was, in truth and in fact, the object designed by 
them. Ifthe money be by us expended, in permanent | the original projectors and friends of the internal im- 
improvements, those of our descendants who may be | provement system of Pennsylvania, your committee 
required to pay, will have received a valuable consider- need not stop to demonstrate, other, than by a refer- 
ation, and will therefore be indebted; and those who | ence to the proceedings of the convention, to the re- 
oenere ie Be of = “ne generation, -< won _ sponses 9 kc people, i oan acts a ne 
inherited the boon from the same age which transmit- | on your statute books, and to all the records and docu- 
ted the liability to pay. Where, then, isthe injustice | mentary evidence on the subject, in the legislative ar- 
complained of? There is not the slightest, To require chives, and Pennsylvania library. This policy has been 
future generations to pay to us, or for our use, is an | approved and sustained by successive Legislatures, 
impossibility. A nation is a unity, and the liability of | coming fresh from the people, down to the present 
one integral part, to pay to another, cannot, in the , time—temporarily suspended, itis admitted, by sectional 
slightest degree, affect the wealth of that unity. | feelings and local prejudices, but in the main adhered 

roe omen ee are reas oe pe ~ to =. ac at by er ee a = — 
prejudices that may, and undoubtedly do exist on the | cially too, when we reflect and are satisfied, that the 
subject, by considering it in a strictly pecuniary point | motives and the necessity which now urge us on to the 
of view, and by presenting the public expenditures | final completion of the works, originally designed, are 
merely as an investment, isolated from all the benefits | stronger, and more imperative than those which first 
anticipated in reference to the character of the state, | awakened our slumbering energies, and warned us of 


the effect on national industry, the enhanced value of 
real and personal property, and the increase of indi- 
vidual wealth. In doing so, however, your committee 
will take it for granted, that the original design of the 
fathers of our improvement system, is to be carried into 
effect; that the waters of the Delaware and Lake Erie 
are to be united. The ‘‘hrst impetus,’’ it has been 
said, was given to the “splendid project” by the canal 
convention of 1825. But what gave the first impetus 
to the spirit of improvement in Pennsylvania? What 
roused the people on the subject? Whatinduced their 
primary movements,—the election of delegates to as- 
semble in convention! The notorious fact, palpably 
visible to the most superficial observer, that while pub- 
lic improvements were projected and being executed 


in New York, Ohio, Maryland, New Jersey, and many | 


other states, it would be utterly impossible for Penn- 
sylvania, (possessing as she did, wealth and resources 
beyond any state iy the Union) to maintain her high 
character and “noble bearing,”’ in the sisterhood of the 
states, if she longer neglected to join in the march of 
improvement. Penetrated with these views, and in- 
structed by the people, with scarcely a dissenting 
voice, the delegates, —the sages of the commonwealth, 
—assembled in convention, at Harrisburg. In that 
convention, comprising, as is universally acknowledged, 
the collected wisdom of the commonwealth, was con- 
cocted the spirit of improvement which had agitated 
and moved the people—-was digested and arranged, a 
system of improvement highly interesting to the state, 
and without which, she must have gradually sunk into 
obscurity and contempt; must have become, compara- 
tively speaking, a dreary and a desolate waste, in the 
midst of rich, flourishing and happy republics. It was 
more a matter of necessity, than choice, that wrged 
Pennsylvania into these measures. ‘The convention of 
1825 saw, with a prophetic vision, the proud monu- 
ments of a nation’s glory,—the splendid improvements, 
—springing into being along our borders, to the north 
and the south, to the east and the west, the direct ten- 
dency of which, must be, to paralize our national indus- 
try, to cramp our energies, to reduce the value of our 
lands, to prevent the settlement of our forests, to entice 
away our citizens, and in a measure, to depopulate our 
country; unless these injurious, these appalling results 
could be counteracted by corresponding improvements 
in the physical and political condition of Pennsylvania. 
It was not a spirit of envy, but of honorable and glo- 
rious competition, and a necessity of self-preservation, 
that actuated the convention in its examination of the 
premonitory symptoms of disease and decay in the body 
politic, and induced the search, the discovery, and the 
recommendation of the only antidote that could restore 
us to political health and vigour. That antidote to 
premature decay and national dotage, was nothing 
short of the construction of an entire uninterrupted wa- 
ter communication between the river Delaware and Lake 
Erie, **by the best and most feasible route.” That 


|the dangerous consequences of continued inaction. 
| When we reflect on the amount of treasure already ex- 
_pended, which must be accounted as measurably lost, 
if the improvements are to terminate with the present 
contracts, and the system to be abandoned; when it is 
recollected that such abandonment would perpetuate an 
onerous system of taxation on our citizens, without the 
hope of relief or mitigation; when we anticipate the deep- 
er mortification we should feel at the taunts and sneers of 
our neighbors, after having abandoned our boasted sys- 
tem of rival improvements, than we should have expe- 
| rienced if we had never been roused from our lethargy. 
| When it is remembered, that a few of the public spir 
= citizens of Philadelphia, have, within the last few 
years, expended more than eight millions in public 
works, and that the great state of Pennsylvania, possess- 
ing as she does, taxable property to tle value of more 
than three hundred millions, cannot shrink from an ex- 
| penditure treble the amount of that of one of her 
towns; that our improvements, when finished, are to ex- 
tend to the remotest corners of the commonwealth, 
and to unlock the agricultural and mineral treasures of 
every portion of our territory; that the consumption and 
demand for mineral coal outrun the supply, and will 
| continue to do so for half a century to come; that Penn, 
| vives must furnish that indispensable article of life 
to nearly all the states in the confederacy, and to the 
British dominions, on the north; that the coal beds of 
Pennsylvania, without the means of sending them to 
market, are valueless from their inexhaustible abun- 
dance; but if unlocked, by a wise and fearless policy, 
those black massess are convertible into gold and silver, 
and what is still better, the necessaries and comforts of 
life, becoming in fact, bottomless reservoirs of individu- 
al wealth, and never failing fountains of national re- 
sources. That the investment of capital in canals is no 
longer a matter of experiment, that the experiment 
heretofore made, in the state of New York hasbeen 
successful, even beyond the warmest hopes of its¥most 
sanguine friends, without the advantages, to any con- 
siderable extent, of mineral wealth, for freight, which 
Pennsylvania possesses in a pre-eminent degree, 
That the Erie canal, during the progress of its con- 
struction, encountered an opposition, more determined 
than has ever appeared in Pennsylvania in reference to 
her works, and that within three years after its comple- 
tion, every note of censure was hushed, and every 
voice echoed the meéd of applause accorded to the au- 
thors of that splendid monument of patriotic perseve- 
rance in well dving. That this improvement, the first 
year after it was finished, produced $805,732 34 inthe 
| item of tolls, and in the sixth year, $1,223,803, being 
'anannual average increase of eleven and two-tenths 
per cent, furnishing the most incontestible evidence 
that a few years operations will not only refund the 
cost of construction, and extingush the state debt, but 
pour into the treasury millions of revenue, to be ap- 
plied to future improvement, either physical or mental: 
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a sum undoubtediy sufficient, if applied to the latter | tified in assuming, that the original design is to be car- 
object, to educate every child in the state at the public | ried on to completion—that the nuptials of the waters 
expense. When, too, it is recollected that the infant | are to be consummated. 

state of Ohio, within the memory of the middle aged | Jf we are not indeed mistaken in this conclusion, if 
among us, a desolate and apparently an impene- | our improvements are not to be pushed, beyond the 
trable wilderness, the silent and undisturbed abode of ground already broken, if we have toiled so long, and 
the wolf, the panther, and the red man of the forest, expended so much, to recede and excite the scorn and 
has, since the adoption of the policy of New York, dou- | ridicule of the adjoining states, to construct a Jocal im- 
bled her population, trebled the value of her lands and provement; to accommodate a neighborhood business, if 
agr icultural productions, and quadrapled her national | jy truth, the Pennsylvanian system is to be abandoned, 
importance and political influence, treading, as she | then have we been engaged in a most unprofitable pro- 
does, upon the heels of ** the key stone state.” When ject; then, have we entailed perpetual taxation on our- 
we recur to the Schuylkill navigation, an improvement | Selyes for no adequate purposes, nor corresponding 
located ina coal region, (and therefore a better test of | benefit; then, have we sold our birth-right, wasted our 
the anticipated fruits of the Pennsylvania canals than inheritance, with no redeeming security, against sore 


the improvements in our sister states, ) and contemplate | humiliation, and deep repentance. Then have all the 
the astonishing results of an investment there, of be- 


tween two and three millions, the annual average in- 
crease of tolls being thirty-six per cent. and the stocks 
of the company steadily rising in the market, to one 
hundred and four per cent. above the original par value; 
when we call to mind the unexampled receipts on the 
Delaware division, during the short period of its opera- 
tions, in consequence of its connection with the mining 
business of the Lehigh Coal company; when we exam- 
ine the facts in relation to the Delaware and Hudson 
Canal Company, another improvement designed for the 
development of our mineral wealth, and find that it trans- 
mits daily six hundred tons of coal, annually distribut- 
ing among our citizens six hundred thousand dollars, 
drawn from the bowels of a barren mountain; that the grafted on the affections of the people. 

et -_" eneee ae Suannenang  seebie, In estimating the debts due the commonwealth for 
an ae a Sees ny ety en ae | lands, it is difficult to find any certain data, on which to 
the "limited ad of a rail-road an “in ite aaa found a calculation, and wehave been obliged to adopt, 
provements; the company’s stock eighteen a leet what is believed to be a medium of all the former esti- 
per cent. above par, and still raising, with a fair pros- mates. The revenues, derivable from that source, are 


pect of rivalling the Schuylkill navigation company, in | rapidly diminishing, and itis feared, will shortly disap- 
rofits and prosperity. When your committee take in- | P©3" if indulgence be much longer exteaded to the 
P 7 | holers af unpatented lands. And it would seem partial 


i ion the form c i f , 
suse es a more ee ve and unjust, further to extend indulgence to the wealthy 
aun aaieeiadceais tie the late Hein pond eat der Cetin | sections of the state, where the lands have been enjoy- 
y P ’ : 5 | ed, from forty to eighty years, without the payment of 


i ; ; th: sn the : t : 
had been required by the government; that when the the purchase money, the lands inthe mean time, having 
general government made a requisition of more than | ’ 


three hundred and ten thousand dollars, the amount | er — be vukel senna pate 
was promptly supplied from the state treasury, and the | b red se a al Peery ane 

le were not required to refund it; that most of the | 2€¢? required to pay in advance, for their lancds—es- 
pete ‘eet : . re i i. | pecially as the citizens of the new counties, are now 
ptns of the Union resort to meet yet es ~ he * | taxed, to supply that deficiency in the treasury, caused 
iy expenees st Govermment; thet Pennsylvania bas, | by withholding the purchase money of the lands, in the 
on the contrary, from her ordinary revenue, borne all |; 2 aoe 

‘ + sas old and rich counties, ; 

the expenses of state government, met the requisition | B co ‘ 
of the United States, and appropriated more than half | | The estimated value of the public improvements, in 
a million of dollars to roads, bridges, and other local | the tabular statement A, may startle, at first view, but 
improvements; that the taxes imposed by the acts of | the committee indulge the hope, that when the tabular 
1830, are little more than nominal—much less than the | statements B and C, are examined, and the principles, 
taxes of Ohio, or New York, or any other state engag- | upon which they have been formed, are subjected to 
ed in a general system, for the improvement of its con- | the most rigid tests, the estimate will appear to be a 
ditiof that these impositions are but temporary, and safe one, resulting from fair comparison and arithmeti- 
for the purpose of sustaining a work of incalculable im- | cal deduction. 
portance to the community; that our debt is in fact an The completion of the state improvements, would, 
investment, and not an expenditure, like most national | it is believed, give such an additional impetus to nation- 
debts, incurred in unnecessary wars and bloody cru- | al industry and active business as to render your turn- 
sades against the rights of man, and therefore that the | pike stocks, after that event an available source of 
moneys raised under our revenue laws, should be view- revenue, and increase rather than diminish the receipts 
ed in the light of trifling rent, or consideration, paid, | from the roads. Such undoubtedly has been the effect 
for the use of a valuable improvement, and the expen- | of the construction of the Erie canal, parallel and near 
ses of collection only, should be set down to the ac- | to the great leading turnpikes of the state of New 
count of faxes or burthens imposed on the people by | York. Pennsylvania possesses abundance of mineral 
way of temporary loan, to be repaired ‘‘an hundred | wealth, those crude and ponderous substances the best 
fold;” and finally, when we perceive that the cautious, | calculated to furnish employment for canals, while the 
lynx-eyed capitalist, wherever found, whether domicil- | state of New York possesses comparatively few, and 
ed in Eurore or America, has the most unshaken confi- | the committee, for the purpose of satisfying the incre- 
dence in the responsibility of the state, and the sound | dulous, and submitting a safe estimate, have discarded 
policy of its investments, as is evinced by the avidity | this advantage, together with the difference in extent 
with which our loans are sought, knowing, as he must, | of our canals over those of NewYork, as also the dis- 
that the resources of Pennsylvania are unexhausted and : couraging effects of the unusual ice flood of the last 
inexhaustible, your committee presumes it will be jus- | season, and have instituted a comparison in the tabular 





dew, and all the splendid prospects of Pennsylvania, 


that event,this report will be found decidedly erroneous 
inmany ofits bearings. It has been calculated to a dif- 
ferent meridian. The subject has been viewed in a 
different aspect. Notwithstanding the opposition rais- 
ed, by the terrors of the weak, the apprehensions of the 
timid, and the machinations of the factious, your com- 
mittee cannot adopt the opinion, that Pennsylvania, 
heretofore foremost in the march of improvement, will 
hesitate, falter, and finally retrogade, in a course of po- 
licy essential to the prosperity, the character, and the 
best interests of the commonwealth, and strongly en- 


ee 
a 


exertions of our patriots, disappeared like the morning © 


vanished, ‘‘like the baseless fabric of a vision.” In-. 
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statements B and C, founded on the actual operations STATEMENT B, 
and tolls of the improvements of the respective states, 
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Statement, showing the estimated increase of tolls 


It will be perceived, in those statements that the es- | on the Pennsylvania canals and rail-roads, for the first 


timated tolls the first year after the completion of the | seven years after they shall have been completed, cal- 
Pennsylvania canals, are $805,752 00, which sum is | culated from the actual operations of the New York 
found by the following mathematical process, The | canals, for six successive years, commencing with the 
aggregate amount of tolls actually received on the New | year 1826, (the first year after they were finished, ) and 
York canals for the three first years in which tolls were | ending with the year 1831, both inclusive, the average 


charged, and while those canals were in an unfinished 
state, was $93,896 11. The aggregate amount of tolls 


annual increase being eleven and two tenths per centum. 


actually received on the Pennsylvania canals for the | a0 Yor k canals, P enn’a canals and rail-roads. 
three first years in which tolls were charged and while $750,759 $805,732 Ist year after finished. 
those canals were in an unfinished state, was $120,503 30. 848,759 910,477 2d 

The amount of tolls actually received on the New York | 897 ,265 962,374 sd 

canals, the first year after they were finished, was | S77 ,085 a9, 06 4th 

$750,759; thus we have three given terms to find a sens 1,111,720 Sth 

proportional fourth term, by a familiar arithmetical pro- 1,223,802 1,300,712 6th 

cess. As the aggregate receipts of the three first years 1,446,391 7th 

are to the amount in the first year after the New York 1,608,386 8th 

canals were finished, so are the aggregate receipts of STaTEMeENT C. 


the first three years on the Pennsylvania canals to the Table, showing the estimated increase of tolls on 
amount that will be received the first year after those | the Pennsylvania canals and rail roads, the first six 


canals have been finished; which is the aforesaid sum | years after they shall have been completed, calculated 


of $805,732; which sum is made the first term in the 


from the actual increase on the Schuylkill navigation, 


statements B and C; then adopting the average annual | during the six successive years ending with the year 
increase of the New York canals, and the eighth year’s 1852, the annual average increase being 36 per cent. 


operation after the completion of the Pennsylvania 


canals, will produce $1,608,386, A sum more than Schuylkill Nav’n. Penn’a. Canals and Rail-roads. 
sufficient to meet the interest of thirty millions. The i a $805,732 Ist year after finished. 
same legitimate comparison with the Schuylkill naviga- ores 74 ave ee 2d 

tion, a coal region improvement, as exhibited in state- 7,171 00 1,490,281 Sd 


ment C, produces a result almost incredible, and yet we ta - eae 
have not been able to detect any error in the principles er rtp eating 


; ee a 134,005 92 3,748,745 6th 
which haye led to the flattering conclusion. 240,455 78 5,098,293 7th 
By a reference to statement D, it will be perceived 5 sit 

that the estimated balance in the treasury on the 3lst ae 


day of October, 1833, amounts to $487,791 29; this is} An estimate of the receipts and payments at the 
upon the supposition that all the loans of the present | treasury, during the present fiscal year, ending on the 


session shall have been called in before that day. Should | 51st of October, 1833. 
this not be the case, the balance will be less by the dif- Receipts, 


ference between the interest and the premium on that | Permanent loans, $3,668,680 00 


portion of the loans not called in. And should further | Premium on do. 








514,094 14 





indulgence be extended to the holders of unpatented | Lands and land office fees, 70,000 00 
lands, as proposed by a bill now pending for that pur- | Auction commissions, 16,000 00 
pose, it is feared that the condition of the treasury will | Auction duties, 120,000 00 
be injuriously affected by the measure. | Dividends on bank stock, 128,000 00 
iil 2 | Dividends on canal, bridge and turnpike 
Pee : stock, 23,000 00 
Whole amount of the state debt, including the loans | Tax on bank dividends, 43,000 00 
and subscriptions for Union Canal stock of the present | Tax on offices, 12,000 00 
session, to the 12th March, 1833. | Tavern licenses, 58,000 00 
Loans for canal and rail road purposes, $18,405,661 88 | Retailers’ licenses, 70,000 00 
Loans not pertaining to canals and | State maps, 300 00 
rail roads, 1,840,000 00 | Pamphlet laws, 80 00 
Debts due to bridges, turnpikes, and | Collateral inheritances, 65,000 00 
miscellaneous objects, 229,966 76 Miitia and exempt fines, 1,500 00 
Union Canal subscription, bearing an | Canal tolls, ; 200,000 00 
interest of 44 per cent, 200,000 000 ‘lin and clock pedlers’ licenses, 3,500 00 
———— | Escheats, 1,000 00 
$20,675,627 64 | Tax on writs, &c. 20,000 00 
Public property of the Commonwealth. | Old debts and miscellaneous, 1,000 00 
Bank stock, $2,108,700 00 | County rates and levies, 1832, 124,244 00 
Turnpike stock, 2,060,100 00 | Tax on personal property, 1832, 38,261 00 
Canal stock, 400,000 00 | Fees of the Secretary’s office, 500 00 
Bridge stock, 420,800 00 | County rates and levies, 1833, 70,000 00 
Due to the state for lands, (estimated) 2,000,000 00 | Tax on personal property, 1833, 11,000 00 
Present value of the Pennsylvania ca- | Girard Bank bonus, 25,000 00 
nals and rail-roads, on the supposition Western Bank of Philadelphia, do. 25,000 00 
that they are to be finished, agreeable Manufacturers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of 
to the original design, (estimated) 25,000,000 00} N. Liberties, 15,000 00 
$31,989,600 00 %5,320,159 14 
Meduct the public debt, 20,675,627 64 | Add the balance in the treasury on the 
—_—_— 1st November, 1832, 117,167 16 








Property of the commonwealth, above 
the amount of the public debt, $11,313,972 36 
Vor, XT, 28 








$5,437,326 SO 
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Payments. | The claimant did not deny or controvert the fact, but 

Commissioners of the fund for canal and , rested his defence on the ground that forfeiture only 
rail-road purposes, $3,138,680 00 accrued where there was a design to defraud the reven- 
Ordinary repairs on canals and rail-roads, 150,000 OU | ue, that the additional articles had been put into the 
New works and improvements on old _ box of laces by accident or mistake, and not with any 


lines, 280,000 00 } such intention, and he adduced evidence to sustain this 
Damages by canals and rail-roads, 100,000 00 | allegation. 
Interest on loans, 726,130 18; Onthe part ofthe United States it was contended 
Turnpikes, roads, bridges, &c. 44,282 67 that there was a manifest intention to defraud, and on 
Expenses of government, 210,000 00 this point evidence was also produced; but it was also 
Militia expenses, 20,000 00 contended, that if there had not been ground to be- 
Court martial expenses, 500 00 | lieve in the fraudulent design, the box was liable to for- 
Pensions and gratuities, 27,000 00 | feiture under the positive provisions of the revenue 
Education, 4,000 00 | law, and that a remission of the penalty must be ob- 
Penitentiary at Pittsburg, 31,000 00 | tained in the mode established thereby, 

do. at Philadelphia, 69,045 00 Judge Hopkinson charged the jury to the following 

Conveying convicts and fugitives, 2,000 00 | effect:— 
Miscellaneous, 6,000 00} ‘The information you are trying is founded on the 4th 
House of Refuge, 5,000 00 | section of an act of Congress passed in May 1830. This 
To refund canal treasury, 135,897 16 | section, after directing the manner in which the Col- 





———- | lectors of the Customs shall cause the packages of im- 
$4,949,535 01 | ported goods to be opened and examined, goes on to 
— — | enact, that **if any package shall be found to contain 

Receipts for the‘current year brought lany article not described in the invoice, or if such 
forward, $5,437,326 30 package or invoice be made up with intent, by a false 
Deduct payments, 4,949,535 01 | valuation, or extension, or otherwise, to evade and de- 
| fraud the revenue, the same shall be forteited.””> Two 
Balance in the treasury Sist October, distinct acts are made the grounds of causes of forfeit- 
1833, $487,791 29 | ure, 1. Ifa package contain any article not described 
It only remains, to explain the reasons of the delay {| intheinvoice. 2. ifthe package or invoice has been made 
till the present time, of this report. It has heretofore | up withintentto evade or defraud the revenue. The infor. 
been desirable, to have an early report from the com- | mation before vou proceeds on the first,and charges that 
mittee of ways and means, that the Legislature might | the package or box in question did contain certain articles 
act with a full knowledge of the state of the finances. | not described in the jnvoice. This is the fact alleged 
But since the passage of the act of the 16th March, | in the information, and it is denied by the answer, and 
1832, ‘‘requiring the State Treasurer to make an annu- | is thus before you for your decision upon it. Itis a 
al report on the subject of finance,” the reasons for an | question of fact merely, apart from every consideration 
early report, from the committee, have ceased to ope- of intention, innocent or fraudulent. Did the packuge 
rate. In pursuance of that act, the State Treasurer | contain any article not described in the invoice, or did 
made a full report, on the 6th day of December last, | it not? Your verdict is to answer this question. The 
giving an account of the fiscal operations of the govern- | inquiry on the second ground of forfeiture is more dif- 
ment, more in detail, than could have been done, by | ficult and complicated, for in that case the jury have 
the committee, at the commencement of the session. | to decide not only upon the truth of the fact charged, 
That report, however, did not anticipate the new lia- | but also upon the intention with which the act was 
bilities, that might be incurred, during the present ses- | done, whether in innocence, by mistake, or with a de- 

sion. A report from the committee, not embracing | sign to defraud the revenue. 

the important acts of the Legislature, subsequent to { In this case there is no dispute about the fact. It is 
the Treasurer’s report, would have been an idle cere- not, and it could not be denied, that the box of laces 
mony; as it would not have furnished any additional did contain articles not described in the invoice. The 
light on the subject. Since the passage of the act of | whole defence is put on the law of the case, which re- 
March last, it is expedient to delay the report of the | lieves you from the trouble and responsibility of decid. 
committee till near the close of the session, in order jing. It is a question which belongs to the Court, and 
that the large appropriations of the current session may | I shall take it upon myself, on my own responsibility. 
be taken into consideration. The committee have em- | The defence is, that, although the fourth section of the 
braced in this report the liabilities incurred by the le- | act of 1830 declaves that forfeiture shall be incurred if 
gislation of this session down to the 12th of March inst. | the package contain any article not described in the in- 
together with one important bill, which has not yet | voice, yet that no such forfeiture is incurred, unless the 
passed, to wit, bill No. 297, as it passed the House of | articles sofound in the package were put there with a 
Representatives, authorizing the loan and appropria- | fraudulent intent; and that if it happened by accident or 
tion of $530,000. The probability is so strong of its | mistake, it may be inquired into on this trial, it is to be 
passage in some shape, not materially varying from the | decided by you, and the claimant will be entitled to 
said sum, that it was thought advisable to include it in | your verdict if you shall be of that opinion. Is this the 
the estimates. (true meaning and construction of the law? In such a 
SS | question we must first look to the law itself. Is that 

INTERESTING LAW CASE. clear andexplicit? Has it noambiguity which requires 

pee {that we should look further for an explanation? I can 

In the District Court of the United States for the East- | 5.2 no such ambiguity in the enactment in question. It 
ern District of Pennsylvania. | is a direct, explicit declaration, that if any article shall 

The United States of America, v. A Box of Laces import- | be found in a package which was not inserted or de- 
ed in the Ship Monongahela. scribed in the invoice of that package, the same, that is, 

This case which was tried before Judge Hopkinson | the package it shall be forfeited. Nota word or intima- 
and a special jury, was founded on an information filed | tion about the intention with which the surplus articles 














by the District Attorney of the United States, against a 
box of laces, which on examination by the revenue of- 
ficers, was found to contain thirteen cards of quillings, 


not enumerated in the invoice, or stated at the time of 
entry. 


were put into the package; not asuggestion that an ac- 
cident or mistake is to be a defence on the trial of a 
prosecution for the penalty, or is to be any part of the 
issue or inquiry on such trial, Indeed, the argument 
of the counsel of the claimant has taken another course 
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to bring him to this conclusion. His main reliance has | shall be made of all goods included in the entry—*‘ and 
been on the 67th section of the act of 1799, which he | if any package is found to contain an article not describ- 
considers now to be in force, and to be incorporated ed in the invoice,the whole package shall be forfeited.” 
with the provisions of the law of 1830. The section of | It is further directed that ‘‘ifthe goods shall be subject 
the act of 1799 referred to, is, in many respects, differ- | to an ad valorem duty, the same proceeding shall be 
ent in the course of proceeding it directs, from the act | had, and the same penalties shall be incurred as are 
of 1830; changes having been made from time to time | provided in the eleventh section of the act: provided 
as experience pointed them out. ‘The 67th section of | that nothing herein contained, shall save from forfeiture 
the act of 1799, made it lawful for the Collector, after | any package having in it any article not described in the 
entry of any goods, on suspicion of fraud, to open and] invoice.” We are here referred to the 11th section of 
examine any package; and “‘if the packages so examin- | the act, and by that it is enacted, that, ‘* when in the 
ed shall be found to differ in their contents from the en- | opinion of the collector there is just ground tu suspect 
try,then the goods contained in such packages,shall be | that the goods, subject to an ad valorem duty, have 
forfeited.”’ Here we see that the examination is to be | been invoiced below their true value, he shall direct 
made after the entry; that it is to be made only on a/ them to be appraised, and if the appraised value shall 
suspicion of fraud, and the difference which makes the | exceed the invoice price, an addition is to be made to it 
forfeiture is to be between the entry and the contents | on which the duties are to be estimated.” To prevent 
of the package—nothing is said about the invoice. By | any misunderstanding, to preserve the distinction be- 
the act of 1830, the Collector is directed absolutely, | tween goods found in the package not mentioned in the 
and whether he has or has not a suspicion of fraud, to | invoice, and the undervaluation of them in the invoice, 
cause one package out of every twenty of each invoice | it is expressly provided that nothing inthe act shall save 
to be opened and examined—and if the package thus | from forfeiture, goods found and not described in the 
examined shall be found to contain an article not de-! invoice. The whole clause or provision of the act of 
scribed in the invoice, it shall be forfeited. By the | 1799, which releases the forfeiture, if the collector or 
law of 1799, the Collector is authorized to open and ex- | the court shall be of opinion that the Fraud was intend- 
amine a package only on a suspicion of fraud—this is! ed, is omitted, But do we find no substitute for this 
the ground work of his proceeding; and the subsequent | provision—no power to discriminate between fraudu- 
proviso of the law is consistent with the principle of the | lent and innocent cases of excess? There is no such 
enactments; it is that the forfeiture shall not be incurred | omission; the power to discriminate between such ca- 
if it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the | ses, remains, although it is vested in another tribunal. 
Collector, or of the Court in which a prosecution shall| |The 25th section enacts that ‘‘all penalties and for- 
be had for the forfeiture, that such difference proceed- | feitures incurred by force of the act, may be mitigated 
ed from accident or mistake, and not from an intention | or remitted, in the manner prescribed by the act, en- 
to defraud the revenue. The opening and examination | titled, an act for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures, 
of the package are to be made only when in the judg-| penalties, and liabilities, accruing in certain cases there- 
ment and discretion of the Collector, there is good rea-| in mentioned, passed on the 3d day of March, 1797.” 
son to suspect fraud; and it is consistent with this prin- | That act directs the party who has incurred the pe- 
ciple, that :f he shall afterwards be satisfied that hissus- | nalty of forfeiture, to present his petition to the Judge 
picions were unfounded, and there was no intention to | of the District, whois to inquit2 into the circumstances 
defraud the revenue, he should have the authority to | of the case; he is to state the facts, and transmit them to 
declare this opinion, upon which the forfeiture should | the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall have power to 
not be incurred. Now the arguinent for the present | mitigate or remit the forfeiture, if in his opinion, the 
claimant is, that the proviso of the 67th section of the | same shall have beenincurred without wiliul negl gence, 
act of 1799 is still in force, although it is clear that the | orany intention of fraud. It is to be observed that there 
enacting clause has been superseded by subsequent | never was a power of remission of a forfeiture, in the 
laws, and that therefore, if on a seizure under the law | collector or the court. The provision of the law of 1799 
of 1830, the Collector should be satisfied that there | was, that no forfeiture should be incurred in the case 
was 110 intention of fraud, when goods are found in a} mentioned, ifthe collector should be of opinion that the 
package not described in the invoice, the forfeiture | difference between the entry and the contents of the 
would not be incurred—that the Court has the same! package, proceeded from accident or mistake, and not 
power—and that the jury stands in the place of the from an intention to defraud the revenue. The law of 
Court in the exercise of this power, since it has been | 1818, also inflicts a forfeiture for such a difference; but 
decided that seizures on land are to be tried by a jury, | does not re enact the condition on which the forfeiture 
This process of reasoning, which is not a little compli- ‘shall not be incurred. ‘The forfeiture is declared to 
cated, would bring the question of intention before you | be absolute and complete, on finding any article in the 
in the determination of this cause. | package not described in the invoice, and the circum- 
It is alleged, therefore, that this provision has never | stance of accident or mistake, which, in the former law, 
been repealed, and thisis the foundation of the argu- | was referred to the judgment of the collector, and 
ment I have stated. The act of 1799 continued to be | would release from the forfeiture, is, by the act of 1818, 
the law of the land until 1818, when a supplement to it | to be the ground of a petition for a remission, which is 
was passed introducing material changes in the whole | to be judged of by the Secretary of the Treasury. How 
revenue system. By the 22d section of the supplement, | can we suppose it was the intention of Congress, that 
a change was made in the law on the subject of our pre- | there should be no forfeiture in cases of accident or 
sent inquiry. The Collectors are directed, without | mistake, and, at the same time, to refer several cases to 
any previous suspicion of fraud, to cause at least one | the Treasury, for a remission of the forfeiture, at the 
package outof every invoice to be opened and examin- | discretion of tne Secretary? Yet such must be the state 
ed. We stop here toask if this positive order does not | of the law, if the provision of the 67th section of the 
take from the Collector the discretion allowed him by | act of 1799, is considered to be in force. The whole 
the 67th section of the law of 1799, to examine a pack- of the section is however, in fact, supplied by the act 
age or not, according as he should or should not enter- | of 1818, and repealed so far as it is inconsistent with it. 
tain a suspicion of fraud, could he justify himself for Some stress was laid on that part of the 25th section 
neglecting to do so, by the allegation that he had no/ of the act of 1818, which declares that the penalties 
such suspicion? Yet there is no express repeal of this | and forfeitures incurred by the force of it, * shall be 
section, any more than of its proviso. We proceed | sued for, recovered, distributed, and accounted for, in 
with the actof 1818, After directing that the package | the manner prescribed”’ by the act of 2d March, 1799, 
shall be examined, it enacts,that if it shall be found not | It has been argued, that this has reference to, and 
to correspond with the invoice, then a full inspection keeps alive the 67th section of that act. I see no reg. 
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son for this construction, ‘The section of the law of | 
1799, referred to, is the 89th, which pare express- | 
ly for the recovery and distribution of the penalties in- 

curred by any breach of it. 

The next act on the subject, is that of Ist March, 
1823, another supplement to the law of 1799. The | 
15th section of this act, among other things, declares 
that, ‘*ifany package be found to contain any article, 
not described in the invoice, the whole package shall be | 
forfeited” —and then there is this proviso, “ provided 
that the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby 
authorized to remit the forfeiture, if, in his opinion, the 
said article was put in by mistake, or without any inten- 
tion to defraud the revenue.” Here, then, is the whole 
case provided for—what shall constitute the offence— | 
what the penalty or punishment shall be—and in what | 
manner, and by what authority, a discrimination shall | 
be made, between cases of fraud and cases of mistake. 
It is hardly possible to believe, that the same power | 
was left in the Collector, under the law of 1799. The! 
recovery and distribution of penalties and forfeiture, 
are to be made according to the act of 2d March, 1799; | 
and to be mitigated or remitted, in the manner pre- | 
scribed by the act of 3d March, 1797, already refer- 
red to. 

We now come to the law of 1830, under which this 
prosecution has been instituted, It is entitled “ an act | 
for the more effectual collection of impost duties.” I | 
have already remarked upon the language of the scc- | 
tion which embraces the charge laid in this informa- | 
tion. There is nothing doubtful or ambiguous in it, | 
and [have found nothing in any antecedent law,to affect | 
the construction of this act, in the manner, or to the | 
purpose contended for by the claimant. The 7th sec- 
tion of this act, also refers it to the Secretary of the | 
Treasury, to remit any forfeiture, whenever he is of 
opinion that no fraud on the revenue was intended. 

On the whole case then, the fact being admitted or | 
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its concomitant speculation, generally ending, as expe- 
rience has heretofore taught us, in a state of depression, 
distress and ruin. I have therefore directed the Secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth to return the bill to the 


| House of Representatives in which it originated, with 


the following reasons for my dissent. 

First—The Bank of Delaware county, established at 
Chester, in that county, by the act of 1814, with a cap- 
ital of two hundred thousand dollars, of which the sum 
of seventy-seven thousand five hundred and ten dollars, 
only, has been called for and paid in by the stockhold- 
ers, is believed to be entirely adequate to the wants and 
necessities of the people, and to furnish all necessary 
accommodations for facilitating and giving a healthful 
and vigorous impulse to the prosecution of the various 
branches of industry in progress within the county. 
One hundred and twenty-two thousand four hundred 
and ninety dollars, of the capital stock of that bank, a 
sum considerably greater than. the whole amount of 
capital of the bank proposed to be created by the bill 
under consideration, has never been required to be paid 
over by the stockholders. ‘The very fact, therefore, 
that so small an amount of the capital of the existing 
bank has been called for by the directors, furnishes 
strong, if not conclusive evidence, that a greater 
amount of banking capital has not, hitherto, been con- 
sidered necessary for the accommodation of the people 
of Delaware county, and that an additional bank is not 
needed, and would answer no useful purpose for mere 
public accommodation; especially as the Bank of Dela- 
ware county, by calling in the residue of its capital, 
may increase its discounts and extend its business be- 
yond its present operations, to an extent far exceeding 


| that which the bank contemplated by the bill in ques- 


tion, would, from its limited capital, be enabled to do. 

Second—If the bank proposed to be established by 
the bill under consideration had stood alone, and en- 
tirely unconnected with the general press for the in- 


proved to our satisfaction, that the box or packages of | corporation of similar institutions, from various parts of 
laces in question, did contain articles not described in | the state; manifest as it is that it cannot be required for 
the invoice, I have no doubt, that by the law, the whole | any useful purpose, the passage of the bill might, per- 
package is forfeited, and that neither you nor I have | haps, have been tolerated upon the ground of competi- 
any thing to do with the question, whether these arti- tion, or some other plausible pretext; but we cannot 
cles got into the box by mistake, or accident, nor with | shut our eyes against the alarming fact, that this bill is 
the intention, fraudulent or innocent, with which they | but one of a batch of bills numbering, it is believed, not 
were put there. The law has given the decision of that | less than twenty-three, providing for the incorporation 
question to another power in the government. It be. of alike number of banks, reported to the Legislature 
longs not to you or to me. | in the course of the present session; by which it is pro- 
The Jury found a Verdict for the United States. posed to add to the ex sting banking capital within the 
Henry D. Gilpin, Esq. District Attorney, for the | commonwealth, the further sum of six millions nine 
United States. | hundred and fifty-five thousand dollars. It must be 
James M. Broom, Esq. for the Claimant. obvious to the plainest capacity, what a state of things 
—_—_————— such an addition to the number of banks and to the 

From the Pennsylvania Reporter—Extra. banking capital already in operation within the com. 
GOVERNOR’S OBJECTIONS monwealth, must necessarily produce. It does not ap- 


To the bill entitled **An act to incorporate the Far- | P&? that there is any want of banking capital, at pre. 


mers’ and Manufacturers’ Bank of Delaware Coun- | 8&™% '™ the state of Pennsylvania, (except perhaps in 
ty.” some of our manufacturing communities, ) to discount 


; all the good paper that is offered, or to afford any anc 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- every eee that prudence would justify e 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, our citizens could reasonably require; most, if not all, 
Gentlemen,—I have examined and maturely consider- | of the banks now in operation in this commonwealth, it 
ed bill No. 27, entitled “An act to incorporate the | is believed, are conducted upon correct principles, and 
Farmers’ and Manufacturers’ Bank of Delaware coun- | based upon solid foundations as to capital, and it is be. 
ty,’’ and sincere as my desire is to concur with the } lieved to bea fact, that many of them would gladly ex- 
General Assembly, in all their acts and measures not | tend their discounts, provided a safe business offered. 





—, 





prohibited by the constitution, nor essentially inconsist- 
ent with the public interests, or which exhibit ques- 
tions of expediency only; I am nevertheless constrained 
to withhold my assent from the billin question, undera 
firm conviction, that if no immediate benefit shall re- 


sult to the community in which we live, from my non.- | 


concurrence, I shall, at least, have the satisfaction to 
know, that I have done my endeavor to save that com- 
munity from, What [ conscientiously believe to be, an 
alarming and much to be dreaded evil now manifesting 
itself, in an excited but morbid spirit for banking and 


| Under such circumstances, should the proposed num- 
ber of banks, or any considerable portion of them, be 
added to those already in existence, the inevitable con- 
sequence must be, that the new institutions must either 
remain altogether inoperative, or they must invite busi- 
ness; which latter would be most likely, as they would 
| not be willing to remain passive spectators of the ope- 
| rations of their more prosperous and successful neigh. 
| bors: Speculation, in all its destructive varieties, would 

thus be encouraged; a fictitious, unsound value would 


| be given to property; excessive issues of banking pa- 
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per would inundate the country; a brief but forced That immediately upon the appointment, the com- 


show of prosperity would be produced; ending, as all | mittee undertook to examine into a transaction at once 
such ephemeral excitements, founded upon specula- | 


delicate, and affecting the interests of individuals, as 
tion, based upon borrowed capital inevitably must end, | well as of the commonwealth; and from the investiga- 
in speedy depression, bankruptcy and ruin. 


tion, the following appear to be the facts in relation to 
Third— The currency of the commonwealth is, in the | 


the late loan. 
present state of our banking institutions, considered by 


| Under an authority of the present legislature, and 
all as being entirely sound, uniting, in the language of | by directions of the Governor, the Secretary of the 


the committee on banks, “all the requisites of a perfect | Commonwealth issued proposal for loaning to the com- 
circulating medium,” in that condition I feel desirous it | monwealth the sum of 2,540, ©61 dollars 44 cents, at a 
should remain, and would therefore refrain from doing | rate of interest not exceeding five per cent. per annum, 
any act by which its healthful condition might be en-| the principal to be reimbursable at any time after the 
dangered, or its character for solidity and soundness in | Ist day of July, 1858. The bidding was required to be 
any manner tarnished or impaired. An increase of | direct and explicit, specifying the rate of interest not 
banks in situations where the business of the communi- | exceeding five per cent., the amount of premium to be 
ty is not of a character to require it, would lead to such } given, and no conditional or hypothetical bidding would 
results; and as the rage for such increase seems to be | be received or considered. ‘The proposals were to be 
gaining strength in every part of the state, it seems to | received until 4 o’clock, P, M. of Wednesday the 20th 
me that in order to preserve the state from return to a} March, inst. 

period of ruin and distress, such as it has but recently | It appears from the evidence that has been brought 
escaped from, it is best that the evil should be met and | before your committee; and upon the examination on 
resisted in its inception, and the country saved from the | oath of Samuel M’Kean, Secretary of the Common- 
disasters which a temporizing or yielding policy would | wealth, that on the 20th March, at the time assigned, 
be sure to entail uponit. These are my own views of | proposals of the foilowing parties were opened and con- 
this important subject, hastily thrown together. Should | sidered by the Governor, viz: 

the General Asssembly differ from me in opinion, and} L£lihu Chauncey for and in behalf of the Bank of 


believe me to be in error, it isin the power of a consti- | Pennsylvania; offers to take the whole loan and pay 110 
tutional majority to set the matter right. dollars for every 100 dollars. 


I have also examined and considered the bill entitled, Jesse Rt. Burden offers to take the loan at $112,15, 
“An act to incorporate the Merchants’ and Manufac-| Samuel (hew offers to take the loan at $1103. 
turers’ Bank of Pittsburg,” and believing that the city| The Governor having considered these propositions, 
of Pittsburg does require an extension of its banking | did not think it for the interest of the commonwealth to 
capital, to afford the facilities and aids necessary to a | accept either or any of them, and directed that the 
vigorous and prosperous prosecution of the various and | parties be notified of the rejection ot their biddings. 
extensive commercial and manufacturing enterprizes in} The Governor directed written notices to be given to 
which its citizens are engaged, I have approved and } the parties who had made offers, and who were then at 
signed the same, and directed the Secretary of the Com- | the seat of government, that he would extend the time, 
monwealth to return it to the House of Representatives | until the next day at 4 o’clock for receiving new propo- 
in which it originated. GEO. WOLF. | sals. 

Harrisburg, March 29, 1833. | Accotdingly at that time, Mr. Chauncey and Dr. 

ee | Burden handed in sealed ai meng to the Secretary 

: . . | of the Commonwealth in his office, and the Governor 
Proceedings of the Senate in relation to the | coming in shortly after, the proposals were handed to 
STATE LOAN, | him, that on returning to the adjacent apartment for 

Thursday, March 28, 1833. | the purpose of examining the offers, it was found, that 











———— 





; | Dr. Burden offered to take the loan, agreeably to the 
Mr. Petriken offered the following: | terms specified in the proposals at $113 51, 
Resolved, That a committee of five members be ap-} Llihw Chauncey, for the bank of Pennsylvania, offer- 


pointed, with power to send for persons and papers, to | ed 
examine and report to the senate as soon as practicable, | 
all the circumstances connected with the negotiation of | 
the late loan of $2,540,661, and whether the same has | 
been done fairly and honestly according to the true in-| nor declared, that the highest bid must have the loan, 
tent and meaning of the act of assembly authorizing it, or | and accordingly awarded the same to Jesse R. Burden; 
whether there has been any frau, connivance, or impro- | which decision was received by Mr. Chauncey, the agent 
per management connected with it, on the part of any | of the Bank of Pennsylvania, without any mark of dis- 
officer of the government, and that the senate proceed | satisfaction. On the contrary, from the testimony of the 
forthwith to the election of said committee. following respectable witnesses, who were examined 

The resolution was adopted, and the following com- | touching this loan transaction, of and from the inspec- 
mittee elected by senate. tion of the original proposals transmitted by the Gover- 

Messrs. Miller, Petriken, Boyd, Ringland and Pack- | nor, the committee are induced to believe that every 


er. thing in relation thereto was conducted in a fair, honor- 
On motion of Mr. Miller, able, and honest manner. 


Messrs, Fullerton and Jackson were added. They draw this inference from the evidence of Mr. 
_ | Buehler, Chief Clerk in the department of state; as well 

Friday, March 29, 1833. | as from the testimony of Mr. Lesley, Cashier of the 

" » Branch Bank of Pennsylvania at Harrisburg: and Mr. 

BRPORT GF COMMS Tt | John White, a director of the Bank of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Boyd, from the committee appointed to take into | as wellas of Mr. W. P. Ferrand, all of whom had con- 


consideration the circumstances connected with the ne- | versation with Mr. Chauncey after the loan had been 
gotiation of the State lan of 2,540,661 dollars, and| awarded to Dr. Burden. The three last mentioned 
whether the same has been done fairly and honestly, | gentlemen, under oath, have testified that Mr. Chaun- 
according to the true intent and meaning of the act of | cey had expressed his entire conviction that there was 
Assembly, authorizing the loan; or whether there has} nothing unfair in the negotiation of the loan, and your 
been any fraud, connivance, or improper management | committee entirely concur in the opinion, that in the 
connected with it, on the part of the officers of the | negotiating the loan of $2,540,661, the transaction has 
Government, Report: | been conducted fairly and honestly according to the 


113 50, 
Immediately after the opening of proposals, the par- 
ties who had made the offers were invited into the apart- 
ment with the Governor and Secretary, and the Gover- 
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true intent and meaning of the act of Assembly, author- 
izing such loan, and that there has not been any fraud,con- 
nivance or improper management connected therewith, 
on the part of any officer of government; nor have the 
committee been able to discover any improper manage- 
ment or fraud, on the part of any person or persons 
offering to take said loan. 

After some discussion the report was unanimously 
adopted. 


Monday, March 18, 1833. 
REPORT ON FISHERIES. 
Mr. Gibbon from the committee to whom was referred 


sundry petitions upon the subject of the destruction 
and diminution of shad and other fish in the streams 


of this commonwealth; and also an act transmitted by | 


[Apri 


The argument advanced by some of the petitioners, 
that the quantity of shad in the Delaware, has greatly 
diminished in consequence of the increase of gilling 

seines on the river appears correct, when we consider 
| the great increase of the eaters of shad in that vicinity. 
| But to make an enactment to prevent the use of drift 
nets, would give the exv/usive right of fishing to the 
owners of the river banks, to which the committee do 
not consider them entitled. 

The shad and herring fisheries in the Delaware, gene- 
rally begin in the middle of March, if the season is 
early, and should cease, by the present law, on the 
first of June, below the mouth of the river Lehigh; and 
| on the 10th of June above the mouth of that river. The 
| fish advance in vast quantities from the sea, to search, 
| by an unerring instinct, their necessary food, and to de- 


; 


| posite their spawn in the upper branches of the stream. 


the Governor of the state of New Jersey, entitled ‘an | ‘This process commences earlier or later, according to 


act to regulate the fisheries on the river Delaware,”’ 


Report: 


That from an examination of the statements made by 
the petitioners, and of individuals well acquainted with 


ries, the committee are of tlie opinion that the causes 
which produce a diminution of the quantities of shad 
and other fish which periodically frequent our waters, 
do not arise from the practice of fishing with gilling or 
drift nets, as some are inclined to believe; unless it may | 
be, that in seasons, when from the heat of the weather 
in the early part of the summer, the fish deposite their | 
spawn more promptly than usual, the present law, | 
which permits the fishing to be continued till the 10th | 
of June, may prevent so large a number from ascend- | 


the warmth of the season. It is reported to the com- 
mittee that in a genial spring, the spawn is deposited so 
early as the middle of June. The female fish select the 
eddies and coves, in which to leave the immense quan- 


eagerly devoured by rock and other fish, yet still the 
myriads which annually descend the rivers are count- 
less. 

A practice exists in the upper branches of the large 
rivers,against which the penalties of existing laws are suf- 
ficient, ifthey were effectually put intooperation,for the 
public benefit. Itis that of erecting fish baskets for catch- 
ing rock fish in the summer and autumn of the year, 
when the young shad descend from their birth places 
to the sea, in quantities as vast asthe dry leaves which 


| 
the habits of fish, and with the laws affecting the fishe- | tities of the minute germs of their progeny, which are 
| 


ing the rivers, as would otherwise proceed to the head | are drifted by the winds. These fish baskets are con- 
waters to propagate their kind. The great quantity of | nected with dams which jut out from the shores to the 
the supply, however, seldom allows this practice to be | centre of the river—where a fall of one or two feet 
felt injuriously. The committee are not, therefore, | throws all the fish into a latticed apartment, through 
prepared to recommend the adoption of the law sent | which the small shad cannot escape. Into these baskets 
by the Governor of New Jersey for the assent of this | thousands and millions of young shad from three to six 
Legislature, because it provides for a greater extension | and eight inches in length, are cast and die; for they are 
of the season for taking fish, and also proposes to con- | so tender in that stage of their existence, that the slight- 


tract the period of rest in each week, which by existing | 
laws, is now insisted upon, 

The committee perceive a disposition in some of the | 
owners of the land fisheries, as they are called, (that is 
of those who hold land on the banks of the Delaware, 
opposite to which there are pools frequented by fish, ) | 
to interfere with a privilege which is exercised, under | 
certain restrictions by individuals who seek a liveli- | 
hood during the fishing season, by taking shad in drift | 
nets. The committee are of opinion that such fishing | 
under the present arrangement, neither interferes with, 
nor injures the rights of property of any one; but it is, 
advantageous both to individuals and to the public. 
They deem the fish, in the public highways of the | 
state, the common bounty of the creator, and the! 
common property of the citizens of the State. It) 
has been alleged in remonsirances signed by a nu-| 
merous list of respectable persons, who resist any | 
alteration in the laws to regulate the fishing by drift 
nets, that ‘such fishing gives support to industrious in- 
dividuals and their families, and is a considerable ad- 
vantage and accommodation to inhabitants in the vi- 
cinity of the Delaware, who are thereby supplied du- 
ring the season with fresh fish which are distributed in 
the different neighborhoods and villages in a few hours 
after they are taken, and sold at a reasonable rate.” 

The committee are even inclined to believe’that the 
interests of the community would be advantaged by an 
act of the legislatures of the states of New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania which have concurrent jurisdiction of the 
waters of the Delaware, to offer increased facillties to 
the drift nets, having proper care to the just rights of 
the landholders on the banks of that river; and estab- 
lishing more moderate fines or penalties for illegal in- 
terferences and unseasonable fishing, bearing equally 
on all persons offending. 





est blow or resistance causes their immediate death. 
Some of the representatives of the legislature have 
seen large quantities of these dead fish thrown out from 
the baskets; floating on the water or offending the senses 


| on the shore. 


The young shad according to the peculiarities of the 
season, are seen to descend the rivers from the month 
of August until the approach of cold weather in the fall 
—their wanderings during the winter are directed by 
their peculiar sensations, instigated greatly, no doubt, 
by their desire for, and the supplies of food. The next 
spring the full grown fish return to search for the place 
where they first respired, as is seen in well known in- 
stances to be the custom of many animals, birds, and 
fish. 

After depositing their spawn, we are told that the 
female shad grow very thin—and sometimes become 
blind; they are seen upon the surface feebly exercising 
their powers until they reach the shore, or die on the 
water. It is the opininion of many, that the parent 
fish do not return to the sea—although the males are 
often found late in the autumn, fat and solid as in their 
full season. 

It is considered a matter of importance, that proper 
attention should be given to the preservation of a fish of 
such delicacy, and so highly valued as the shad, which 
affordsa healthful and timely variety of food to all classes 
of our citizens. We may also be benefited, in a manner 
seldom appreciated, by the purification of the water, 
in the destruction which they cause of a great multitude 
of insects,{and of the excessive spawn of various reptiles, 
upon which they are said to feed, and but for their an- 
nual appearance might, by the disturbance given to the 
original plan of the Great Contriver, cause deleterious 
influences which should be guarded against by a due 

| protection of the fish, 
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The committee think much more injury is done to the 
fisheries by the baskets and in other ways, which will be | 
mentioned, than by the competition between the shore 
and drift nets, during the proper fishing season. 

A petition from the inhabitants of the county of Nor- 
thampton represents, that for some years past a number 
of persons have made it a common practice touse cocculus 
indicus or other ‘‘crazy bait,” for fishing purposes by 
which means thousands of fish are destroyed in our 
rivers and creeks, and that the practice has increased 
to an alarming degree. Citizens of Somerset county, 
also state that companies go along the creeks in that 
county, when the waters are low, with sledges, and by 
striking on the large stones which afford a shelter for 
fish, kill them, when not one in twenty is of a size fit 
for use. ‘That others haul out quantities of lime and 
throw several bushels in deep holes in the creeks in dry 
seasons—and by stirring it up, kill nearly all the fish 
that come down the stream when the mills above are put 
into operation, thereby destroying all prospect of a 
future supply. 

‘The committee find laws already existing, which in- 
terdict such practices in particular sections of the state, 
and have thought it expedient to offer a bill, which | 
shall have a general influence, providing against all the | 
various means which may be resorted to, to destroy fish | 
at improper seasons. 





From the Washington Globe. 
A VETERAN PENSIONER. 


Among the applicants for pensions there is at pre- | 
sent in the city, a venerable soldier from Chester county, | 
Pennsylvania, who is in the 104th year of his age. His 
name is Andrew Wallace; he was born at Inverness, | 
Scotland, on the 14th of March, 1730, and arrived in| 
America in 1752. He retains a fine intelligent counte- | 
nance, and the full possession of his faculties, although | 
his body shakes continually with paralysis. It seems | 
that this individual followed the profession of arms | 
through life from predilection, but without the slight- 
est ambition. Although always steady, temperate, and 
regular in the discharge of his duties, he never in the | 
course of 29 years’ service,rose above the grade of an | 
Orderly Serjeant. Before he left Scotland, he was in 
the battle of Culloden, on the side of the Stewarts. 
Shortly after his arrival in America, he volunteered at | 
Chester, and was appointed an Orderly Serjeant in | 
Captain Hannun’s company. ‘This was at the com- | 
mencement of the French war. ‘The company after- 
wards became a part of the regular force under Colonel | 
Dark, of Virginia, which belonged to the division of | 
Braddock’s army, commanded by Gen. Forbes. Mr. 
Wallace was not at the defeat of Braddock, as the com- 
mand of Forbes was not in that action. | 

At the commencement of the Revolutionary War, 
Mr. Wallace immediately enlisted at Turk’s Head, | 
(now West Chester,) in Church’s company, 4th Penn- | 
sylvania Regiment, commanded by Col. Anthony 
Wayne—was appointed Sergeant, and served in that | 
station to the end of the war. He was engaged in the 
bloody affair at the Three Rivers, when the attempt 
was made to burn the British vessels. He was engaged | 
in the battle of the Iron Hills, under Col. Wayne, and 
in the battle of Brandywine, where he aided in carry- 
ing Gen. Lafayette off the field when wounded. On 
the night of the 20th of September, 1777, a detach- 
ment of British troops, under Gen. Grey, perpetrated 
a massacre on a small body of American troops—Wal- 
lace was in the conflict, and escaped destruction by 
taking refuge among a cluster of chestnut oak sprouts. 
He was at the battle of Germantown—the battle of 
Monmouth—and at last taken prisoner with Capt. Sea- 
ley and 18 others in New Jersey. After his exchange 
he acted as Sergeant in the forlorn hope in storming 
Stony Point, He afterwards marched to South Caro- 
lina, and was in the battles of the Cowpens, Eutaw and 





—_———— 











Camden; and was at the closing scene of the war, at 
Yorktown. 

In 1785 he again enlisted at New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, under Capt. Lane, and joined the Regiment un- 
der Col. Harmar, destined to chastise the Mohawks, 
These troops were discharged without seeing any ser- 
vice, and in 1786 Wallace again enlisted and continued 
in the army for three years, lying at the forts on the 
western waters. 

In 1791, Mr. Wallace again enlisted at Philadelphia, 
in the company under Capt. Doyle, which afterwards 
formed part of the force commanded by Gen, St, 
Clair, against the Indians in the west. He was in the 
terrible slaughter called St. Clair’s defeat, in which he 
was wounded in the right arm by a ball. His arm was 
so injured, that it has never since been straight. He 
nevertheless remained in the army and was in the battle 
fought by Wayne with the Indians in 1794. He after- 
wards served five years in the 3d U. S. Suh. Legion, 
under Capt. Pike, the father of the late Gen. Pike. 
When the legion was dissolved, he fell into the 2d 
Regiment in Capt. Schuyler’s Company, and was at 
last marched to New Orleans in 1812, in the Regiment 
commanded by Col. Thomas Cushing, and was finally 
discharged in 1813, at the age of eighty, by Gen, Wade 
Hampton, on account of debility, 

This respectable veteran, we understand, has vouch- 
ers from gentlemen of high character in Pennsylvania. 
He has been personally known, for many years, to Col. 
Isaac Wayne, the son of Gen. Wayne, under whom he 
served inthe revolution and subsequently in the Indian 
War of the West. He is poor—has a wife and two 
children—the youngest 15 years of age; and the pension 


| hitherto received by him from Government amounts onl 


to twenty-six cents per day. If the law should deny him 
more, we trust the generous feelings of our city will not 
permit him to return to his home, oppressed by the 
expenseé of his journey, as well as a sense of the disap- 
pointment, to which it shall have conducted him. 





FOREIGN CONSULS. 


As frequent inquiries are made for the names and re- 
sidence in this city of foreign Consuls, —we have taken 
some pains to procure the information sought, and give 
it below for the benefit of all concerned. 

France—S. Dannery, Consul General, 188 Spruce st. 

Great Britain—Gilbert Robertson, do. 4 Library st. 

Spain—Cheyv. Bernabue, do. 42 Pine, 

Hamburg—Chas. N. Buck, do. 30 Walnut. 

Denmark—Stien Bille, Charge d’ Affairs, Collonade 

Row. 
Do. John Bohlen, Vice Consul, 67 South 4th. 

Brazil—M. G. dos Reis, Consul General, 78 Walnut. 

Do, John Vaughan, Vice Consul, 28 Walnut. 

Sweden and Norway—Chev. S. Lorich, Consul Ge- 

neral, 10th above Chesnut. 
John Vaughan, Vice Consul, 

28 Walnut st. 

Mexico—Estanislao Cuesta, do. 5 Union st. 

Colombia.—W. W. Chew, do. 3dand Spruce. 

Saxony—R, Ralston, jr. Consul General, 103 South 
Front. 


Netherlands—Kobt. Bohlen, Vice Consul, 67 South 
Fourth. 


Bremen—H. F. Von Longerke, do. Front near Ches- 
nut, 


Prussia and Frankfort—A. Halbach, Consul Gene- 
ral, Spruce above 12th. 


Rkome—Chas. Picot, Consul General, Washington 
Square. 


Sardinia—A Garibalde, Acting Consul General, 8th 
below Walnut st. 

Sicily—Wm. Reed, Vice Consul, 64 Dock street. 

Portugal—James Gowen, do. 69 South 3d. 

Switzerland—Theodore Nicolet. 


Do. 
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A Fire Insurance Company has been formed at Cham- 


bersburg, upon the following plan. 


** That 2000 shares shall be offered for subscription, 
at 25 dollars each, and that the instalments shall not 
exceed two dollars each, to be called in every 60 or 90 
days, as necessity shall require. This number of shares 


if they should all be called in, would form a capital of 


$50,000, which there can hardly be a doubt would be 
quite sufficient to insure at least one half of all the pro- 
perty in the county from loss by fire. But the committee 
are of opinion that the whole of this capital will not be 
wanted, and that as soon as 5,000 dollars are called in, 
the company may safely proceed to take risks. 

This plan it will readily be perceived, places it within 
the power of every property holder to become a stock- 
holder, and would most likely enable him to draw as 
much interest on his stock, as the premium he would 


dollars on which it may be deemed expedient to in- 
sure, ata ee it is supposed of not more than one 
half per cent. per annum—one-half per cent. on $250 


is $1 25. Now suppose the dividends on the stock | 


shall only reach six per cent. (whichis very reasonable 
and may reach ten per cent.) then you have on 25 dol- 
lars (one share paid in) $1 50, which leaves to the in- 
surer 25 cents gain, besides having one half of his pro- 
perty insured. Who then is there, who would not*be 
wi'ling to take at least one share of this stock, if not 
more.” 








THE REGISTER. 
PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 6, 1833. 











The report of Mr. Read, chairman of the committee 
of Ways and Means, will be found an interesting docu- 
ment. 


We publish this week the communication of the Se- 
cretary of State on the number of children educated at 
the public expense, in the different counties from which 
reports had been received. 
appears, that there was no report from Philadelphia 


From this document jt 


county—which forms a most material item. We are | 


enabled now to supply this information from the lately 
published report of the controllers, who state that there 
were educated in 1832, 

Children, 
In Common Schools, 961 atan expense of $8,608 74 


Lancasterian, 4797 do 


eee re 





Making for Philadel- 
phia county, ' $758 do $29,952 03 








By the table on page 212, it appears that the whole 
number of children returned by the assessors, or edu- 
cated at public expense throughout the state, 


Children, 
In Common Schools was 17,467 at exp. of $48,466 25 
To which addthe above, 961 do 8,608 74 
Which will make, 18,428 do $57,074 99 


By the accounts of Mifflin county, it ap- 
pears that the schooling of poor chil- 
dren, (number not given) cost, 


Making the total expense in Common 


Schools throughout the state, $58,239 23 











21,343 29 | 





In Lancasterian Schools of Philadelphia 
city and county, there were educated, 
Children, 
4797 at expense of 21,343 29 
And per table page 212, 
inthe other counties, 567 do 1,534 18 








Total children in Lan- 


casterian Schools, 5164 do 22,877 47 











We have then as far as ascertained— 


Children, 
| In Common Schools, 
| Lancasterian do 5164 do 
pay for insurance. This result may be stated in this | 


< as ¢ . ‘Or ars, 250 | . 
way:—A man has a property worth 500 dollars, 250 | Making a total of chil- 


18,428 at exp. of 58,239 23 
22,877 47 








dren returned by as- 
sessors or educated 


at public expense, 23,592 atexp. of $81,116 70 





It is to be regretted that the returns from the other 
counties did not specify what number of those returned 
by the assessors were educated—that some comparison 
of the expense of each child might have been made. 





The Grand Jury of Bradford county have presented, 
as a scrious public evil, ‘(he decline in value of the county 
| orders, in consequence of long delay of payment at the 
| County Treasury, so that the current discount on them 
_has recently been ten percent. or more for cash;’ 
| while the jury state ‘‘that the prosperous state of this 
| county, and the means placed in the hands of the 
| County Commissioners, are entirely adequate to sus- 
_tain the credit of the county orders at par.” 


The Susquehanna at Muncey had swollen by recent 
rains on the 19th March to 14 feet from low water 
| mark. Some arks were sunk at the Muncey dam. 
| Twenty-two arks and rafts passed that place on the 
17th inst. Some of the ark men ‘fell to work and took 
out the guard gates of the canal, and then cut through 
the embankment, by which they were enabled to pass 
around the dam without danger to their floats.” Two 
_arks, laden with iron, sunk below the schute.—Muncey 
| paper. 


The Manual Labor Academy, Zelienople, under the 
_care of the West Pennsylvania Lyceum was to open on 
| the Ist inst, Principal, Rev. Henry H. Hays, late Chap- 
| plain in the U. S. Navy. 
| 

| A vote in the House of Representatives was taken 
after receiving the Governor’s objections, (which we 
‘this week insert, ) to the Darby Bank Bill, which was 
as follows: yeas, 35; nays, 50. 
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